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Sarah & Hagar
Genesis 16:1-16

ר:א  ּה ָהָגֽ ית ּוְׁשָמ֥ ה ִמְצִר֖ ה ֑לֹו ְוָלּ֛ה ִׁשְפָח֥ ְלָד֖ א ָיֽ ֹ֥ ם ל ֶׁשת ַאְבָר֔  ְוָׂשַרי֙ ֵא֣
יב ֶדת ּבֹא־ָנ֙א ֶאל־ִׁשְפָחִת֔ ִני ְיהָֹו֙ה ִמֶּל֔ א ֲעָצַר֤ ם ִהֵּנה־ָנ֞ י ֶאל־ַאְבָר֗  ַוּ֨תֹאֶמר ָׂשַר֜

י:  ם ְל֥קֹול ָׂשָרֽ ע ַאְבָר֖ ָּנה ַוִּיְׁשַמ֥ י ִאָּבֶנ֖ה ִמֶּמ֑ םגאּוַל֥ ת ַאְבָר֗ י ׀ ֵאֶׁש֣ ח ָׂשַר֣  ַוִּתַּק֞
ֶרץ ְּכָנַ֑ען ם ְּבֶא֣ ֶבת ַאְבָר֖ ים ְלֶׁש֥ ֶׂשר ָׁשִנ֔ ּה ִמֵּק֙ץ ֶע֣ ֶאת־ָהָג֤ר ַהִּמְצִרי֙ת ִׁשְפָחָת֔

ה:  ּה ֥לֹו ְלִאָּׁשֽ ם ִאיָׁש֖ ּה ְלַאְבָר֥ ן ֹאָת֛ ידַוִּתֵּת֥ ֶר֙א ִּכ֣ ַהר ַוֵּת֨  ַוָּי֥בֹא ֶאל־ָהָג֖ר ַוַּת֑
ּה ְּבֵעיֶנֽיָה:  ל ְּגִבְרָּת֖ ָתה ַוֵּת ַק֥ יהָהָר֔ ֹנִכ֗ י^֒ ָאֽ י ָעֶל֒ י ֶאל־ַאְבָרם֘ ֲחָמִס֣  ַוּ֨תֹאֶמר ָׂשַר֣

י ל ְּבֵעיֶנ֑יָה ִיְׁשּ֥פֹט ְיהָֹו֖ה ֵּביִנ֥ ֵא ַק֖ ָתה ָוֽ י ָהָר֔ ֶר֙א ִּכ֣ ^ ַוֵּת֨ ִּתי ִׁשְפָחִתי֙ ְּבֵחיֶק֔ ָנַת֤
ּה ַהּ֣טֹובוּוֵביֶנֽי^:  d ֲעִׂשי־ָל֖ י ִהֵּנ֤ה ִׁשְפָחֵתd֙ ְּבָיֵד֔ ם ֶאל־ָׂשַר֗  ַוּ֨יֹאֶמר ַאְבָר֜

ח ִמָּפֶנֽיָה:  י ַוִּתְבַר֖  ִיd ַוְּתַעֶּנָ֣ה ָׂשַר֔ ִיםזְּבֵעיָנ֑ ין ַהַּמ֖ d ְיהָֹו֛ה ַעל־ֵע֥ ּה ַמְלַא֧  ִּיְמָצָא֞  ַוֽ
ֶרd ֽׁשּור:  ִין ְּבֶד֥ ר ַעל־ָהַע֖ אתחַּבִּמְדָּב֑ י־ִמֶּז֥ה ָב֖ י ֵאֽ ת ָׂשַר֛ ר ִׁשְפַח֥ ר ָהָג֞  ַוּיֹאַמ֗

ַחת:  י ּבַֹרֽ ֹנִכ֖ י ָאֽ י ְּגִבְרִּת֔ ִכי ַוּ֕תֹאֶמר ִמְּפֵני֙ ָׂשַר֣ ָנה ֵתֵל֑ dטְוָא֣  ַוּ֤יֹאֶמר ָלּ֙ה ַמְלַא֣
יָה:  ַחת ָיֶדֽ י ַּת֥ d ְוִהְתַעִּנ֖ d ְיהָֹו֔היְיהָֹו֔ה ׁ֖שּוִבי ֶאל־ְּגִבְרֵּת֑  ַוּ֤יֹאֶמר ָלּ֙ה ַמְלַא֣

ר ֵמֽרֹב:  א ִיָּסֵפ֖ ֹ֥ d ְול ה ֶאת־ַזְרֵע֑ ה ַאְרֶּב֖  dיאַהְרָּב֥ d ְיהָֹו֔ה ִהָּנ֥  ַוּ֤יֹאֶמר ָלּ֙ה ַמְלַא֣
 :d ֽע ְיהָֹו֖ה ֶאל־ָעְנֵי י־ָׁשַמ֥ אל ִּכֽ את ְׁשמֹ֙ו ִיְׁשָמֵע֔ ן ְוָקָר֤ ְדְּת ֵּב֑ ה ְויַֹל֣  ְו֤הּואיבָהָר֖

יו ִיְׁשּֽכֹן:  ם ָי֣דֹו ַבּ֔כֹל ְוַי֥ד ּ֖כֹל ּ֑בֹו ְוַעל־ְּפֵנ֥י ָכל־ֶאָח֖ ֶרא ָאָד֔ ְהֶי֙ה ֶּפ֣ איגִיֽ  ַוִּתְקָר֤
י ֲחֵר֥ יִתי ַאֽ ם ֲהk֛ם ָרִא֖ ה ֲהַג֥ ְמָר֗ י ָאֽ י ִּכ֣ ל ֳרִא֑ ה ֵא֣ יָה ַאָּת֖ ר ֵאֶל֔ ֵׁשם־ְיהָֹו֙ה ַהּדֵֹב֣

י:  ֶרד:ידרִֹאֽ ין ָּבֽ ׁש ּוֵב֥ י ִהֵּנ֥ה ֵבין־ָקֵד֖ י רִֹא֑ ר ַלַח֖ ר ְּבֵא֥ א ַלְּבֵא֔  ַעל־ֵּכן֙ ָקָר֣
רטו ה ָהָג֖ ְלָד֥ ם ֶׁשם־ְּב֛נֹו ֲאֶׁשר־ָיֽ א ַאְבָר֧ ן ַוִּיְקָר֨ ם ֵּב֑ ֶלד ָהָג֛ר ְלַאְבָר֖  ַוֵּת֧

אל:  רטזִיְׁשָמֵעֽ ֶדת־ָהָג֥ ׁש ָׁשִנ֑ים ְּבֶלֽ ים ָׁשָנ֖ה ְוֵׁש֣ ם ֶּבן־ְׁשֹמִנ֥  ְוַאְבָר֕
ם:  אל ְלַאְבָרֽ סֶאת־ִיְׁשָמֵע֖

1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had an Egyptian
slave-girl whose name was Hagar, 2 and Sarai said to Abram, “You see that the
Eternal has prevented me from bearing children; go in to my slave-girl; it may be
that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3 So,
after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took
Hagar the Egyptian, her slave-girl, and gave her to her husband Abram as a wife. 4 He
went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and when she saw that she had conceived, she
looked with contempt on her mistress. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong
done to me be on you! I gave my slave-girl to your embrace, and when she saw that
she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the Eternal judge between
you and me!” 6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Your slave-girl is in your power; do to her
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as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she ran away from her.
7 The angel of the Eternal found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the

spring on the way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, where have you
come from and where are you going?” She said, “I am running away from my
mistress Sarai.” 9 The angel of the Eternal said to her, “Return to your mistress, and
submit to her.” 10 The angel of the Eternal also said to her, “I will so greatly multiply
your offspring that they cannot be counted for multitude.” 11 And the angel of the
Eternal said to her, “Now you have conceived and shall bear a son; you shall call him
Ishmael, for the Eternal has listened to your affliction. 12 He shall be a wild ass of a
man, with his hand against everyone, and everyone’s hand against him; and he shall
live at odds with all his kin.” 13 So she named the Eternal who spoke to her, “You are
El-ro’i (‘the God I have seen’)”; for she said, “Have I really seen God and remained
alive after seeing Him?” 14 Therefore the well was called B’er-lachai-ro’i; it lies
between Kadesh and Bered.

15 Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore,
Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.

Selected Comments by Rashi (Rabbi Shelomoh Yitzchaki, France
1040-1105 CE)

†·˙†ÆÂ˘Ú˘†ÌÈÒ†‰‡¯˘Î†¨‰˙È‰†‰Ú¯Ùמצרית†שפחה†‡
‡ÏÂ†‰Ê†˙È··†‰ÁÙ˘†È˙·†‡‰˙˘†·ËÂÓ†¨¯Ó‡†‰¯˘Ï

©†¯Á‡†˙È··†‰¯È·‚‡∫‰Ó†¯¢·®׃
1 Egyptian slave-girl∫ She was the daughter of Pharaoh. When he saw the miracles that
were performed on Sarah’s behalf, he said: Better that my daughter should be a slave-girl in
this household, than a fine lady in any other. (Bereshit Rabbah 45:1).

·†Æ†Æ†Æ†שרי†לקול©†‰·˘†˘„˜‰†ÁÂ¯Ï†Æ·∫‰Ó†¯¢·®׃
2. [And Abram listened] to the voice of Sarai:†To the holy spirit that was within her. 
(Bereshit Rabbah 45:2).

† Ï†˙ÈÎÊ˘†ÍÈ¯˘‡†¨ÌÈ¯·„·†‰˙Á˜Ï†Æ„·˜שרי†ותקח†‚
©†‰ÊÎ†˘Â„˜†ÛÂ‚·‚†Ì˘Æ†Æ†Æ®׃

3. Sarai took [Hagar]: Coaxed her with words, ‘Happy are you that you are worthy to be
joined with such a holy person as this!’ (Bereshit Rabbah 45:3).

† ®∫·¢¯†˘Â˘‡¯†‰‡È·Ó†Æ„†Ì‰†©ותהר†הגר†אל†ויבא†„
†‡ÈÂÏ‚Î†‰¯˙Ò†ÔÈ‡†ÂÊ†‰¯˘†¨‰¯Ó‰¨ותקל גברתה בעיניה.

‰˙ÎÊ†‡Ï˘†¨˙˜„ˆ†‰È‡Â†˙˜„ˆ†‡È‰†ÂÏ‡Î†‰ÓˆÚ†‰‡¯Ó
‰Â˘‡¯†‰‡È·Ó†È˙¯·Ú˙†È‡Â†¨ÂÏÏ‰†ÌÈ˘‰†ÏÎ†ÔÂÈ¯‰Ï

©Ì˘®׃
4. He went into Hagar, and she conceived: At the first act of intercourse (Bereshit
Rabbah 45:4). She looked with contempt on her mistress: [Hagar] said: Sarah is not
in private as she is in public. She appears to be righteous, but she is not [really] righteous,
because she has not been worthy of bearing a child all these years. I [on the other hand]
became pregnant at the first act of intercourse! (Ibid.)
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† Â†שרי†ותענה©†È˘Â˜·†‰·†˙„·Ú˘Ó†‰˙È‰†ÆÂ†Ì˘®׃
6 Then Sarai dealt harshly with her: She compelled her to work hard.

Genesis 21:9-21
ק:ט    ם ְמַצֵחֽ ה ְלַאְבָרָה֖ ְלָד֥ ית ֲאֶׁשר־ָיֽ ה ֶאת־ֶּבן־ָהָג֧ר ַהִּמְצִר֛ ֶרא ָׂשָר֜  ַוֵּת֨

הי ָאָמ֣ א ִייַרׁ֙ש ֶּבן־ָהֽ ֹ֤ י ל ה ַהּ֖זֹאת ְוֶאת־ְּבָנּ֑ה ִּכ֣ ָאָמ֥ ׁש ָהֽ ם ָּגֵר֛  ַוּ֨תֹאֶמ֙ר ְלַאְבָרָה֔
ק:  י ִעם־ִיְצָחֽ ל אֹו֥דֹתיאַהּ֔זֹאת ִעם־ְּבִנ֖ ם ַע֖ ר ְמ֖אֹד ְּבֵעיֵנ֣י ַאְבָרָה֑  ַוֵּי֧ ַרע ַהָּדָב֛

^יבְּבֽנֹו:  ̂֙ ַעל־ַהַּנַ֣ער ְוַעל־ֲאָמֶת֔ י ע ְּבֵעיֶנ֨ ם ַאל־ֵיַר֤ ים ֶאל־ַאְבָרָה֗  ַוּ֨יֹאֶמר ֱאkִה֜
 ַרע:  ֖̂ ָזֽ א ְל ק ִיָּקֵר֥ י ְבִיְצָח֔ ע ְּבקָֹלּ֑ה ִּכ֣ ה ְׁשַמ֣ י^ ָׂשָר֖ ר ֵאֶל֛ ר ּתֹאַמ֥ םיגּכֹ֩ל ֲאֶׁש֨  ְוַג֥

֖̂ ֽהּוא:   ְרֲע י ַזֽ ּנּו ִּכ֥ ה ְל֣גֹוי ֲאִׂשיֶמ֑ ָאָמ֖ ם ׀ ַּבּ֡בֶֹקרידֶאת־ֶּבן־ָהֽ  ַוַּיְׁשֵּכ֣ם ַאְבָרָה֣
ָה  ְיַׁשְּלֶח֑ ּה ְוֶאת־ַהֶּיֶ֖לד ַוֽ ם ַעל־ִׁשְכָמ֛ ָג֠ר ָׂש֧ ן ֶאל־֠הָ ִים ַוִּיֵּת֣ ַמת ַמ֜ ֶח֩ם ְוֵח֨  ַּקח־ֶל֩ ַוִּיֽ

ַבע:  ר ָׁשֽ ר ְּבֵא֥ ַתע ְּבִמְדַּב֖ ֶלd ַוֵּת֔ ֶמת ַוַּתְׁשֵלd֣טוַוֵּת֣ ִים ִמן־ַהֵח֑  ַוִּיְכ֥לּו ַהַּמ֖
ם:  ד ַהִּׂשיִחֽ ַחת ַאַח֥ ֶלד ַּת֖ ֲחֵו֣יטזֶאת־ַהֶּי֔ ֶגד ַהְרֵח֙ק ִּכְמַטֽ ּה ִמֶּנ֗ ֶׁשב ָל֜ ֶלd֩ ַוֵּת֨  ַוֵּת֩

ּה א ֶאת־קָֹל֖ ֶגד ַוִּתָּׂש֥ ֶׁשב ִמֶּנ֔ ה ְּב֣מֹות ַהָּיֶ֑לד ַוֵּת֣ ה ַאל־ֶאְרֶא֖ ְמָר֔ י ָאֽ ֶׁשת ִּכ֣ ֶק֔
ְבְּך:  ים ׀ ֶאל־ָהָג֙ריזַוֵּתֽ d ֱאkִה֤ ַער֒ ַוִּיְקָר֩א ַמְלַא֨ ע ֱאkִהים֘ ֶאת־֣קֹול ַהַּנ֒  ַוִּיְׁשַמ֣

ים ֶאל־֥קֹול ע ֱאkִה֛ י־ָׁשַמ֧ י ִּכֽ יְרִא֔ ּה ַמה־ָּלd֣ ָהָג֑ר ַאל־ִּת֣ ִים ַוּ֥יֹאֶמר ָל֖ ִמן־ַהָּׁשַמ֔
ם:  ר הּוא־ָׁשֽ ֲאֶׁש֥ d ּ֑בֹויחַהַּנַ֖ער ַּבֽ יִקי ֶאת־ָיֵד֖ ֲחִז֥ ַער ְוַהֽ י ֶאת־ַהַּנ֔  ֚קּוִמי ְׂשִא֣
ּנּו:  י־ְל֥גֹוי ָּג֖דֹול ֲאִׂשיֶמֽ ֶלdיטִּכֽ ִים ַוֵּת֜ ר ָמ֑ ֶרא ְּבֵא֣ יָה ַוֵּת֖ ח ֱאkִהי֙ם ֶאת־ֵעיֶנ֔  ַוִּיְפ ַק֤

ְׁשְק ֶאת־ַהָּנַֽער:  ִים ַוַּת֖ ֶמ֙ת ַמ֔ לכַוְּתַמֵּל֤א ֶאת־ַהֵח֨ ים ֶאת־ַהַּנַ֖ער ַוִּיְגָּד֑ י ֱאkִה֛  ַוְיִה֧
ת:  ה ַקָּׁשֽ י רֶֹב֥ ר ַוְיִה֖ ֶׁש֙ב ַּבִּמְדָּב֔ ַּקח־֥לֹו ִאּ֛מֹוכאַוֵּי֨ ן ַוִּתֽ ר ָּפאָר֑  ַוֵּיֶׁ֖שב ְּבִמְדַּב֣

ִים׃ ֶרץ ִמְצָרֽ ה ֵמֶא֥ ִאָּׁש֖
9 Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham,

playing. 10 So she said to Abraham, “Drive away this slave woman with her son; for
the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son, with Isaac.” 11 The
matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God said to
Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave
woman; whatever Sarah says to you, listen to her voice, for it is through Isaac that
offspring shall be named for you. 13 As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a
nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” 14 So Abraham rose early in the
morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her
shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered
about in the wilderness of Be’er-sheba.

15 When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the
bushes. 16 Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the
distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.”
And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And God heard the
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voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her,
“What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy
where he is. 18 Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make
a great nation of him.” 19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She
went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.

20 God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became
an expert with the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a
wife for him from the land of Egypt.

Selected Comments by Rashi
Ë†מצחקÆÈÂÏ‚†ÔÂ˘Ï†¨¯Á‡†¯·„†ÆÆÆÌÈÏÈÏ‡†˙„Â·Ú†ÔÂ˘Ï†

†‰·¯†˙È˘‡¯·©†ÆÆÆ‰ÁÈˆ¯†ÔÂ˘Ï†¨¯Á‡†¯·„†ÆÆÆ˙ÂÈ¯Ú׃‚®״
9 Playing: This is a term for idolatry… Another interpretation: a term for sexual
immorality… Alternatively, a term for murder… (Bereshit Rabbah 53).

† È†בני†עםÔ·†˘¯ÈÈ†‡Ï†ÈÎ”†‰¯˘†˙·Â˘˙Ó¸†Æ¯ÓÂ‚Â†
˜ÁˆÈ†ÌÚ†·È¯Ó†‰È‰˘†˛„ÓÏ†‰˙‡†“È·†ÌÚ†˙‡Ê‰†‰Ó‡‰

ÌÈ‡ˆÂÈÂ†¨ÌÈ˘†ÈÙ†ÏËÂÂ†¯ÂÎ·†È‡†¨¯ÓÂ‡Â†‰˘¯È‰†ÏÚ
˜Á˘Ó†‡Ï‰†¯Ó‡Â†ÆÆÆÌÈˆÁ†Â·†‰¯ÂÈÂ†Â˙˘˜†ÏËÂÂ†‰„˘Ï

®‡È∫‚†¯¢·©†¢È‡׃
10 With my son: (From Sarah’s reply ‘for the son of this slave woman shall not
inherit with my son’ you may infer that) he (Ishmael) was arguing with Isaac about
the inheritance, saying: ‘I am the first-born, and so I am entitled to twice as much.’
They went out into the field and he was shoot arrows at him (Isaac)… saying ‘I am
only playing.’ (Bereshit Rabbah 53:11).

†ÆÂÈ‡†Ì‡†ÂÏÙ‡†È·†‡Â‰˘†ÔÂÈÎÓיצחק†עם†בני†עם
‰Ê†ÔÈ‡†¨È·†ÂÈ‡†ÂÏÙ‡†˜ÁˆÈÎ†ÔÂ‚‰†Â‡†¨˜ÁˆÈÎ†ÔÂ‚‰

Ô‰È˙˘˘†¨“˜ÁˆÈ†ÌÚ†È·†ÌÚ”†¯ÓÁÂ†Ï˜†¨ÂÓÚ†˘¯ÈÏ†È‡„Î
®Ì˘©†Â·׃

With my son, with Isaac: If he were my son, but not as worthy as Isaac, or if he
were worthy, but not my son, it would not appropriate for him to inherit. So, how
much the more so [is he unworthy of inheriting] ‘with my son, with Isaac’ who has
both of these qualities. (Ibid.)

† ‡È†בנו†אודות†על‡ÓÂÁ˙©†‰Ú¯†˙Â·¯˙Ï†‡ˆÈ˘†ÚÓ˘˘†Æ
ÂÁÏ˘Ï†ÂÏ†˙¯ÓÂ‡˘†ÏÚ†¨ÂËÂ˘ÙÂ†Æ®‡∫‡†‰·¯†˙ÂÓ˘ª‡†˙ÂÓ˘׃

11 On account of his son: For he had heard that he had fallen into bad behaviour
(Midrash Tanchuma, Shemot 1; Shemot Rabbah 1:1), but the plain meaning is that
she (Sarah) had told him to send him away.

† ·È†בקלה†שמע‰È‰˘†Â„ÓÏ†˛¨‰·˘†˘„˜‰†ÁÂ¯†ÏÂ˜·¸†Æ
®Ì˘Â†Ì˘©†˙Â‡È··†‰¯˘Ï†ÏÙË†Ì‰¯·‡׃
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12 Listen to her voice: [To the voice of the holy spirit within her,] from which we
learn that Abraham was inferior to Sarah in prophecy (see the last two sources).

† „È†מים†וחמת†לחםÂ‡Â˘†‰È‰˘†ÈÙÏ†¨·‰ÊÂ†ÛÒÎ†‡ÏÂ†Æ
®Ì˘Â†Ì˘©†‰Ú¯†˙Â·¯˙Ï†‡ˆÈ˘†ÏÚ׃

14 Bread and a skin of water: But not silver or gold, because he hated that he had
fallen into bad ways (same two sources).

† Â·†‰ÒÈÎ‰˘†¨¢‰ÓÎ˘†ÏÚ†Ì˘¢†„ÏÈ‰†Û‡†Æהילד†ואת
¯¢·©†ÂÈÏ‚¯·†ÍÏÈÏ†ÏÂÎÈ†‡ÏÂ†‰ÓÁ†Â˙ÊÁ‡Â†¨‰Ú¯†ÔÈÚ†‰¯˘

®‚È†Ì˘׃
Along with the child: The child too did he ‘put on her shoulder,’ for Sarah had put
the evil eye upon him, so that he had a fever and could not walk on his own two feet
(Bereshit Rabbah 53:13).

׃Ï¢Ù†‡¢¯„Ù©†‰È·‡†˙È·†ÈÏÂÏ‚Ï†‰¯ÊÁ†Æ®ותתע†ותלך
And she departed and wandered: She returned to the idolatry of her father’s
household (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer, chapter 30).

† ÊÈ†הנער†קול†את˙ÏÙ˙Ó†‰ÏÂÁ‰†˙ÏÙ˙†‰ÙÈ˘†Ô‡ÎÓ†Æ
®„È†Ì˘†¯¢·©†Ï·˜˙‰Ï†˙Ó„Â˜†‡È‰Â†¨ÂÈÏÚ†ÌÈ¯Á‡׃

17 The voice of the boy: From here [we learn] that the prayer of a sick person is
more effective than the prayers of others on their behalf, and is more readily
accepted (Bereshit Rabbah 53:14).

† †Æ‡Â‰†Â˘ÎÚ†‰˘ÂÚ†‡Â‰˘†ÌÈ˘ÚÓ†ÈÙÏשם†הוא†באשר
ÊË†‰˘‰†˘‡¯©†˙Â˘ÚÏ†„È˙Ú†‡Â‰˘†‰Ó†ÈÙÏ†‡ÏÂ†¨ÔÂ„
ÂÂ·¯†¨ÌÈ¯ÓÂ‡Â†ÌÈ‚¯Ë˜Ó†˙¯˘‰†ÈÎ‡ÏÓ†ÂÈ‰˘†ÈÙÏ†¨®·¢Ú

‰ÏÚÓ†‰˙‡†‡Óˆ·†ÍÈ·†˙ÈÓ‰Ï†ÂÚ¯Ê†„È˙Ú˘†ÈÓ†¨ÌÏÂÚ†Ï˘
ÆÚ˘¯†Â‡†˜È„ˆ†¨‡Â‰†‰Ó†Â˘ÎÚ†¨Ì·È˘Ó†‡Â‰Â†¨¯‡·†ÂÏ
È‡†Â˘ÎÚ†Ï˘†ÂÈ˘ÚÓ†ÈÙÏ†¨Ì‰Ï†¯Ó‡†ÆÆÆ˜È„ˆ†¨ÂÏ†Â¯Ó‡

˙‡†˙ÈÓ‰†ÔÎÈ‰Â†Æ®Ì˘†¯¢·©†“Ì˘†‡Â‰†¯˘‡·”†Â‰ÊÂ†¨Â„
¯ÓÂ‚Â†·¯Ú·†‡˘Ó”†¯Ó‡˘†¨¯ˆ„ÎÂ·†ÌÏ‚‰˘Î†¨‡Óˆ·†Ï‡¯˘È

ÂÈ‰˘Î†¨®„È≠‚È∫‡Î†‰ÈÚ˘È©†¢¯ÓÂ‚Â†ÌÈÓ†ÂÈ˙‰†‡Óˆ†˙‡¯˜Ï
¨Ì‰È·Â˘Ï†ÌÈ¯ÓÂ‡†Ï‡¯˘È†ÂÈ‰†ÌÈÈ·¯Ú†Ïˆ‡†Ì˙Â‡†ÔÈÎÈÏÂÓ

ÂÓÁ¯ÈÂ†Ï‡ÚÓ˘È†Â„Â„†È·†Ïˆ‡†ÂÂÎÈÏÂ‰†ÌÎÓ†‰˘˜··
ÌÈ„Â„†È¯˜˙†Ï‡©†¨®Ì˘©†“ÌÈ„„†˙ÂÁ¯Â‡”†¯Ó‡˘†¨ÂÈÏÚ

‚„Â†¯˘·†Ì‰Ï†ÔÈ‡È·ÓÂ†Ì˙‡¯˜Ï†ÌÈ‡ˆÂÈ†ÂÏ‡Â†®¨ÌÈ„Â„†‡Ï‡
¨ÌÈÓ†ÌÈ‡ÏÓ˘†Ï‡¯˘È†ÌÈ¯Â·ÒÎ†ÆÌÈÁÂÙ†˙Â„ÂÂ†ÁÂÏÓ

˙ÓÂ†ÂÙÂ‚·†˙ÒÎ†ÁÂ¯‰†¨ÂÁ˙ÂÙÂ†ÂÈÙ†ÍÂ˙Ï†ÂÒÈÎÓ˘ÎÂ
®„∫·†¯¢ÎÈ‡ª‰†Â¯˙È†‡ÓÂÁ˙©׃

Where he is: According to the actions he shall do shall be be judged, and not
according to those he may do in the future (Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 16b), for the
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ministering angels brought accusations against him, saying: ‘Master of the
universe, for him whose descendants will allow Your children to die of thirst You
provide a well!?!’ God replied: ‘What is he now? Righteous or wicked?’ They replied,
‘Righteous.’… God replied to them: ‘According to his present deeds will I judge him.’
Hence the text says: ‘Where he is’. (Bereshit Rabbah 53:14). When did he (meaning,
Ishmael’s descendants) allow Israel to die of thirst? When Nebuchanezzar carried
them into exile… (see Tanchuma, Shemot)

†ÆÆÆ ÈÏÂ„‚†ÌÂ˜ÓÓ†Æ‰מצרים†מארץ†כא
21 From the land of Egypt: From the place where she grew up…

Genesis 25:1
ה׃  ּה ְקטּוָרֽ ה ּוְׁשָמ֥ ח ִאָּׁש֖ ם ַוִּיַּק֥ ַוּ֧יֶֹסף ַאְבָרָה֛

Then Abraham took another wife whose name was Keturah.

Comment by Rashi
È˘ÚÓ†ÌÈ‡˘†Ì˘†ÏÚ†‘‰¯ÂË˜’†˙‡¯˜Â†¨¯‚‰†ÂÊ†Æ‰קטורה

‰˘¯Ù˘†ÌÂÈÓ†Ì„‡Ï†‰‚Â„Ê†‡Ï˘†¨‰Á˙Ù†‰¯˘˜˘Â†¨˙¯Ë˜Î
®„∫‡Ò†¯¢·ªÁ†‡ÓÂÁ˙©†Ì‰¯·‡Ó׃

Keturah: This is Hagar, and she was called Keturah because her deeds were as
pleasant as incense (ketoret), and because she ‘sealed her entrance’, having sexual
intercourse with no other man from the day she parted from Abraham. (Tanchuma
§8; Bereshit Rabbah 61:4).
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7 
Texts selected by Maggie Hindley 

Galatians 4:2131 
21  Le,gete, moi oi` u`po. no,mon qe,lontej ei=nai to.n no,mon ouvk avkou,ete  22  ge,graptai ga.r o[ti 
VAbraa.m du,o ui`ou.j e;scen e[na evk th/j paidi,skhj kai. e[na evk th/j evleuqe,raj  23  avll ò Îme.nÐ evk 
th/j paidi,skhj kata. sa,rka gege,nnhtai o` de. evk th/j evleuqe,raj di evpaggeli,aj  24  a[tina, evstin 
avllhgorou,mena\ au‐tai ga,r eivsin du,o diaqh/kai mi,a me.n avpo. o;rouj Sina/ eivj doulei,an 
gennw/sa h[tij evsti.n ~Aga,r  25  to. de. ~Aga.r Sina/ o;roj evsti.n evn th/| VArabi,a|\ sustoicei/ de. th/| 
nu/n VIerousalh,m douleu,ei ga.r meta. tw/n te,knwn auvth/j  26  h` de. a;nw VIerousalh.m evleuqe,ra 
evsti,n h[tij evsti.n mh,thr h`mw/n\  27  ge,graptai ga,r Euvfra,nqhti stei/ra h` ouv ti,ktousa r`h/xon 
kai. bo,hson h` ouvk wvdi,nousa\ o[ti polla. ta. te,kna th/j evrh,mou ma/llon h' th/j evcou,shj to.n 
a;ndra  28  h`mei/j de, avdelfoi, kata. VIsaa.k evpaggeli,aj te,kna evsme,nÅ  29  avll w[sper to,te ò kata. 
sa,rka gennhqei.j evdi,wken to.n kata. pneu/ma ou[twj kai. nu/n  30  avlla. ti, le,gei h̀ grafh, 
:Ekbale th.n paidi,skhn kai. to.n ui`o.n auvth/j\ ouv ga.r mh. klhronomh,sei o` ui`o.j th/j paidi,skhj 
meta. tou/ ui`ou/ th/j evleuqe,raj  31  dio, avdelfoi, ouvk evsme.n paidi,skhj te,kna avlla. th/j evleuqe,raj 

21 Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the law, will you not listen to the law?  22 For it is 
written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and the other by a free woman.  23 

One, the child of the slave, was born according to the flesh; the other, the child of the free 
woman, was born through the promise.  24 Now this is an allegory: these women are two 
covenants. One woman, in fact, is Hagar, from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery.  25 

Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in 
slavery with her children.  26 But the other woman corresponds to the Jerusalem above; she is 
free, and she is our mother.  27 For it is written, "Rejoice, you childless one, you who bear no 
children, burst into song and shout, you who endure no birth pangs; for the children of the 
desolate woman are more numerous than the children of the one who is married."  28 Now 
you, my friends, are children of the promise, like Isaac.  29 But just as at that time the child 
who was born according to the flesh persecuted the child who was born according to the 
Spirit, so it is now also.  30 But what does the scripture say? "Drive out the slave and her 
child; for the child of the slave will not share the inheritance with the child of the free 
woman."  31 So then, friends, we are children, not of the slave but of the free woman.
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The Quranic Viewpoint on the wives of Prophet Ibrahim 

Sarah, First Wife of Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) 

In 2 separate places the story of the news of the conception of Sarah with Ishaq 
(Isaac). Her name is not mentioned, but Scholars agree it refers to Sarah. 

Chapter 11 (Hud) 

There came Our messengers to Abraham with glad tidings. They said, 

"Peace!" He answered, "Peace!" and hastened to entertain them with a 

roasted calf. (69) 

But when he saw their hands went not towards the (meal), he felt some 

mistrust of them, and conceived a fear of them. They said: "Fear not: We 

have been sent against the people of Lut." (70) 

And his wife was standing (there), and she laughed: But we gave her glad 

tidings of Isaac, and after him, of Jacob. (71) 
She said: "Alas for me! Shall I bear a child, seeing I am an old woman, 

and my husband here is an old man? That would indeed be a wonderful 

thing!" (72) 
They said: "Dost thou wonder at Allah's decree? The grace of Allah and 
His blessings on you, o ye people of the house! For He is indeed worthy of 
all praise, full of all glory!" (73) 

Chapter 51 (AlDhariyat) 

Then, by the Lord of heaven and earth, this is the very Truth, as much as 

the fact that ye can speak intelligently to each other. (23) 

Has the story reached thee, of the honoured guests of Abraham? (24) 

Behold, they entered his presence, and said: "Peace!" He said, "Peace!" 

(and thought, "These seem) unusual people." (25) 

Then he turned quickly to his household, brought out a fatted calf, (26) 

And placed it before them.. he said, "Will ye not eat?" (27) 

(When they did not eat), He conceived a fear of them. They said, "Fear

Texts prepared by Mohammed Al-Hilli
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not," and they gave him glad tidings of a son endowed with knowledge. 

(28) 

But his wife came forward (laughing) aloud: she smote her forehead and 

said: "A barren old woman!" (29) 
They said, "Even so has thy Lord spoken: and He is full of Wisdom and 
Knowledge." (30) 

Hagar, second Wife of Prophet Ibrahim 

Her story is related more so in hadith, yet the Quran eludes to her 
significance in several verses: 

Chapter 14 (Ibrahim) 

Remember Abraham said: "O my Lord! make this city one of peace and 

security: and preserve me and my sons from worshipping idols. (35) 

"O my Lord! they have indeed led astray many among mankind; He then 

who follows my (ways) is of me, and he that disobeys me,‐ but Thou art 

indeed Oft‐forgiving, Most Merciful. (36) 

"O our Lord! I have made some of my offspring to dwell in a valley 
without cultivation, by Thy Sacred House; in order, O our Lord, that they 
may establish regular Prayer: so fill the hearts of some among men with 
love towards them, and feed them with fruits: so that they may give 
thanks. (37) 

The story of the struggle of Hagar in Arabia with her son Ismail is not 
related in the Quran, but her relentless efforts resulted in an important 
ritual during the Hajj Pilgrimage. This involves walking between two 
mountains, the Safa and Marwa, 7 times all together, just like how Hagar 
did searching for water, which was eventually bestowed to her by The 
Lord. Today this well is known as ZamZam. 

“AsSafa and alMarwah are among the signs of God. Whoever therefore makes 
pilgrimage to the House or performs umrah, there shall be no blame on him to go 
round them both, and whoever of his own accord does anything good in deed, verily 
God is Appreciative, allknowing’’.  Chapter 2, verse 158
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