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One Way or Many? Jewish Texts
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Sourcel “Now, if you obey Me and keep My covenant, you shall be My special
treasure among all nations, even though all the world is Mine. You will be a kingdom
of priests and a holy nation to Me!”

(Exodus 19:5-6)
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Source 2 “So says God... I ADONAI have called you in righteousness and will
hold your hand and will keep you, and give you for a covenant of the people, for a
light of the nations; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the
prison, and them that sit in darkness out of prison house. I am God; that is My
name; and My glory I will not give to another, nor My praise to idols”

(Isaiah 42:5-7)
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Source 3 You stand this day, all of you, before the Eternal your God - you tribal
heads, you elders, and you officials, all the men of Israel, you children, you women,
even the stranger within your camp, from woodchopper to water drawer - to enter
into the covenant of the Eternal your God, which the Eternal your God is concluding
with you this day, with its sanctions. In order to establish you this day as God's
people and in order to be your God, as promised you and as sworn to your fathers
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, I make this Covenant, with its sanctions, not with you
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alone, but with those who are standing here with us this day before the Eternal our
God and with those who are not with us here this day. (Deut. 29:9-14)
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Source4 God then said to Noah and his sons who were with him, “As for Me, 1
am going to establish My covenant with you and with your descendants after you,
and with every human being in your care - the birds, the beasts, and all the land
animals in your care - all who have gone out of the ark, all earth’s animals. I am
establishing My covenant with you, never again shall all flesh be cut off by the
waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” And
God said, “Here is the sign I am giving you of the covenant between Me and you,
and every living being with you, down to the last generation: I have placed my bow
in the cloud - it will be a sign of the covenant between Me and the earth.” (Gen.
9:8-13)
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Source5 God spoke to him saying, “As for Me, here is my covenant with you:
You shall be the father of a multitude of peoples. No longer are you to be called
Abram: your name is to be Abraham, for I am making you the father of a multitude
of nations. I am making you exceedingly fruitful, and turning you into nations; kings
shall come forth from you; I will establish My Covenant with you, and with your

Texts selected by Janet Darley 2



One Way or Many? Jewish Texts

descendants after you, for all their generations, an everlasting Covenant: to be God
to you and to your descendants after you. I will give you and your descendants after
you the land where you have sojourned, the whole land of Canaan, as an everlasting
possession, and I will be their God.” (Gen. 17:4-12)
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Source 6 "To Me, O Israelites, you are just like the Ethiopians.." (Amos 9:7)
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Source 7 "In that day, Israel shall be a third partner with Egypt and Assyria as a

blessing on earth; for the Lord of Hosts will bless them, saying, 'Blessed be My
people Egypt, My handiwork Assyria, and My very own Israel " (Isaiah 19:24-25).
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Source 8 Moreover concerning the stranger that is not of Your people Israel,
when he shall come out of a far country for Your name's sake-- for they shall hear of
Your great name, and of Your mighty hand, and of Your outstretched arm--when he
shall come and pray toward this house; hear You in heaven Your dwelling-place, and
do according to all that the stranger calls to You for; that all the peoples of the earth
may know Your name, to fear You, as do Your people Israel, and that they may
know that your name is called upon this house which I have built. (1 Kings 8:41-43)
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The Gospels

John 14.1-6
Jesus the Way to the Father

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are
many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there
you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we
do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

John 1.1-14
The Word Became Flesh

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He
who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ) From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has
made him known.

Matthew 28.16-20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they
saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that
I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’

Matthew 8.5-13

When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him and saying, ‘Lord, my servant is
lying at home paralysed, in terrible distress.” And he said to him, ‘I will come and cure him.” The
centurion answered, ‘Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only speak the word,
and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to
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one, “Go”, and he goes, and to another, “Come”, and he comes, and to my slave, “Do this”, and the slave
does it.” When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to those who followed him, ‘Truly I tell you, in
no one in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west and will eat with
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” And to the centurion Jesus
said, ‘Go; let it be done for you according to your faith.” And the servant was healed in that hour.

Luke 10.29-37

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and
went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw
him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed
by on the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was
moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he
put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you
whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into
the hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘“The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do
likewise.’

The Apostle Paul

2 Corinthians 5.16-17

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is
a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

Acts 17.22-31

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in
every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found
among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for
him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and
have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said,

“For we too are his offspring.”

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he
will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’
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From the Commentary of Ibn Kathir

After Allah described the condition - and punishment - of those who defy His commands, fall into His
prohibitions and transgress set limits by committing prohibited acts, He stated that the earlier nations who were
righteous and obedient received the rewards for their good deeds. This shall be the case, until the Day of
Judgment. Therefore, whoever follows the unlettered Messenger and Prophet shall acquire eternal happiness and
shall neither fear from what will happen in the future nor become sad for what has been lost in the past.
Similarly, Allah said,
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(No doubt! Verily, the Awliya' of Allah, no fear shall come upon them nor shall they grieve) (10:62).

The angels will proclaim to the dying believers, as mentioned,
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(Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah (alone)," and then they stand firm, on them the angels will descend
(at the time of their death) (saying): "Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the glad tidings of Paradise which you
have been promised!"). (41:30)

*Ali bin Abi Talhah narrated from Ibn *Abbas, about,
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(Verily, those who believe and those who are Jews and Christians, and Sabians, whoever believes in Allah and
the Last Day) that Allah revealed the following Ayah afterwards,
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(And whoever seeks religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted of him, and in the Hereafter he will be
one of the losers) (3:85).



This statement by Ibn "Abbas indicates that Allah does not accept any deed or work from anyone, unless it
conforms to the Law of Muhammad that is, after Allah sent Muhammad . Before that, every person who
followed the guidance of his own Prophet was on the correct path, following the correct guidance and was
saved.

The Jews are the followers of Prophet Musa, who used to refer to the Tawrah for judgment. Yahud is a word
that means, ‘repenting', just as Musa said,
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("Who will be my helpers in Allah's cause" Al-Hawariyyun said: "We are the helpers of Allah.") (61:14)

It was said that they were called "Nasara', because they inhabited a land called An-Nasirah (Nazareth), as
Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj and Ibn *Abbas were reported to have said, Allah knows best. Nasara is certainly plural for
Nasran.

When Allah sent Muhammad as the Last and Final Prophet and Messenger to all of the Children of Adam,
mankind was required to believe in him, obey him and refrain from what he prohibited them; those who do this
are true believers. The Ummah of Muhammad was called "Mu'minin' (believers), because of the depth of their
faith and certainty, and because they believe in all of the previous Prophets and matters of the Unseen.

There is a difference of opinion over the identity of the Sabians. Sufyan Ath-Thawri said that Layth bin Abu
Sulaym said that Mujahid said that, "The Sabians are between the Majus, the Jews and the Christians. They do
not have a specific religion." Similar is reported from Ibn Abi Najih. Similar statements were attributed to "Ata'
and Sa'id bin Jubayr. They (others) say that the Sabians are a sect among the People of the Book who used to
read the Zabur (Psalms), others say that they are a people who worshipped the angels or the stars. It appears that
the closest opinion to the truth, and Allah knows best, is Mujahid's statement and those who agree with him like
Wahb bin Munabbih, that the Sabians are neither Jews nor Christians nor Majus nor polytheists. Rather, they did
not have a specific religion that they followed and enforced, because they remained living according to their
Fitrah (instinctual nature). This is why the idolators used to call whoever embraced Islam a "Sabi', meaning, that
he abandoned all religions that existed on the earth. Some scholars stated that the Sabians are those who never
received a message by any Prophet. And Allah knows best.

}

A F P “Vﬁﬂum);»}ofuv_{_w\; Gl 7l 25538 83 o5 Ui By
[ Gl 2 28T 855 1S a1 O s o

(63. And (O Children of Isra'il, remember) when We took your covenant and We raised above you the Mount
(saying): "Hold fast to that which We have given you, and remember that which is therein so that you may
acquire Taqwa.) (64. Then after that you turned away. Had it not been for the grace and mercy of Allah upon
you, indeed you would have been among the losers.)



Quran 109: The Unbelievers C’j ﬁ@‘

1 Say : O ye that reject Faith!
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From the Commentary of Ibn Kathir

It has been confirmed in Sahih Muslim from Jabir that the Messenger of Allah recited this Surah (Al-Kafirun)
and
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(Say: "He is Allah One.") (112:1) in the two Rak ahs of Tawaf. It is also recorded in Sahih Muslim in a Hadith
of Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah recited these two Surahs in the two Rak’ahs (optional prayer) of
the Morning prayer. Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn "Umar that the Messenger of Allah recited in the two
Rak’ahs before the Morning prayer and the two Rakahs after the Sunset prayer on approximately ten or twenty
different occasions,
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(Say: "O Al-Kafirun!") and
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(Say: " He is Allah One.") (112:1) Ahmad also recorded that Ibn *Umar said, "I watched the Prophet twenty-four
or twenty-five times reciting in the two Rak ahs before the Morning prayer and the two Rak ahs after the Sunset

prayer,
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(Say: "O Al-Kafirun!") and
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(Say: "He is Allah One.") (112:1)" Ahmad recorded that Ibn *Umar said, "I watched the Prophet for a month and
he would recite in the two Rakahs before the Morning prayer,
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(Say: "O Al-Kafirun.") and
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(Say: "He is Allah One.") (112:1)" This was also recor- ded by At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah and An-Nasa'i. At-
Tirmidhi said, "Hasan." It has already been mentioned previously in a Hadith that it (Surat Al-Kafirun) is
equivalent to a fourth of the Qur'an and Az-Zalzalah is equivalent to a fourth of the Qur'an.
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
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(1. Say: "O disbelievers!") (2. "I worship not that which you worship.") (3. "Nor will you worship whom I
worship.") (4. "And I shall not worship that which you are worshipping.") (5. "Nor will you worship that which I
worship.") (6. "To you be your religion, and to me my religion.")

This Surah is the Surah of disavowal from the deeds of the idolators. It commands a complete disavowal of that.
Allah's statement,
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(Say: "O disbelievers!") includes every disbeliever on the face of the earth, however, this statement is
particularly directed towards the disbelievers of the Quraysh. It has been said that in their ignorance they invited
the Messenger of Allah to worship their idols for a year and they would (in turn) worship his God for a year.
Therefore, Allah revealed this Surah and in it

. Allah said,

(I worship not that which you worship.) meaning, statues and rival gods.

(Nor will you worship whom I worship.) and He is Allah Alone, Who has no partner. So the word Ma (what)
here means Man (who). Then Allah says,



(And I shall not worship that which you are worshipping. Nor will you worship whom I worship.) meaning, ‘1
do not worship according to your worship, which means that I do not go along with it or follow it. I only
worship Allah in the manner in which He loves and is pleased with.' Thus, Allah says,
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(Nor will you worship whom I worship.) meaning, ‘you do not follow the commands of Allah and His
Legislation in His worship. Rather, you have invented something out of the promptings of your own souls.' This

is as Allah says,
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(They follow but a guess and that which they themselves desire, whereas there has surely come to them the
guidance from their Lord!) (53:23) Therefore, the disavowal is from all of what they are involved. For certainly
the worshipper must have a god whom he worships and set acts of worship that he follows to get to him. So the
Messenger and his followers worship Allah according to what He has legislated. This is why the statement of
Islam is "There is no God worthy of being worshipped except Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah." This means that there is no (true) object of worship except Allah and there is no path to Him (i.e., way of
worshipping Him) other than that which the Messenger came with. The idolators worship other than Allah, with
acts of worship that Allah has not allowed. This is why the Messenger said to them,
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(To you be your religion, and to me my religion.) This is similar to Allah's statement,
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(And if they belie you, say: "For me are my deeds and for you are your deeds! You are innocent of what I do,
and I am innocent of what you do!") (10:41) and He said,
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(To us our deeds, and to you your deeds.) (28:55) Al-Bukhari said, "It has been said,

(To you be your religion.) means disbelief.

(and to me my religion.) means, Islam. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Qul ya Ayyuhal-Kafirun.
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