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Texts on Noach

Genesis 6:9-13
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9. These are the generations of Noach; Noach was a just man and perfect in his
generations, and Noach walked with God.

10. And Noach fathered three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11. The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.

12. And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted
its way upon the earth.

13. And God said to Noach, The end of all flesh has come before me; for the earth is filled
with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

From Rashi’s commentary on this passage:
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‘These are the generations of Noach. Noach was a righteous man...” Since the text
mentions him, it speaks his praise in accordance with what is said (Proverbs 10:7) ‘The
mention of the righteous shall be for a blessing.” Another explanation is: since after stating
‘These are the generations of Noach,’ it does not at once mention the names of his children
but declares that he ‘was a righteous man,’ Scripture thereby teaches you that the real
progeny of righteous people are their good deeds’ (Bereshit Rabba 30). ‘In his
generations...” Some of our Rabbis explain it to his credit: he was righteous even in his
generation; it follows that had he lived in a generation of righteous people, he would have
been even more righteous owing to the force of good example. Others, however, explain it
to his discredit: in comparison with his own generation he was accounted righteous, but
had he lived in the generation of Abraham he would have been accounted as of no
importance (cf. b. Talmud Sanhedrin 108a).

Texts prepared by Janet Burden 1



The opinion that the comment is to Noach'’s discredit is explicated further in Midrash
Bereshit Rabba:

Rabbi Yehudah said: Only in his generations was he a righteous man [by comparison], had
he flourished in the generation of Moses or Samuel, he would not have been called
righteous: in the street of the totally blind, the one-eyed man is called clear-sighted, and
the infant is called a scholar. Itis as if a man who had a wine vault opened one barrel and
found it vinegar; another and found it vinegar; the third, however, he found turning sour.
‘It is turning,’ people said to him. ‘Is there any better here?’ he retorted. Similarly, ‘in his
generations,’” he was a righteous man.

Rabbi Yehudah expands on his reservation through the phrase, ‘Noah walked with God.’:

This may be compared to a king who had two sons, one grown up and the other a child. To
the child he said, ‘Walk with me,” but to the adult, ‘Walk before me.” Similarly, to Abraham,
whose [moral] strength was great, [God said] Walk thou before Me (Gen. 17:1); of Noach,
whose strength was feeble [it says] Noach walked with God.

Kolel, a progressive Jewish website for Torah interpretation, offers a (relatively) modern
Orthodox commentary and makes a comment on it. (www.kolel.org)

HaRav Kook: (Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook) The rabbis of the midrash
pointed out that Abraham was on a higher spiritual plateau than Noah.
Whereas Noah walked with God, Abraham walked before God, ahead of God.
"Walk before me and be perfect." (Midrash Genesis Rabbah 30:10).

Now there is a third expression in the Torah, "walking after God": "After the
Eternal your God you shall walk" (Deuteronomy 13:5). If walking together
with God is reckoned a lesser level than walking before God, then certainly
walking after God is even a slighter accomplishment! Shouldn't the Torah
command us to walk before God, as did Abraham, or at least, together with
God, as did Noah? Shouldn't we strive for the highest possible level of
perfection?

The third expression, "walking after God," requires explanation. After the
giving of the Torah, it is no longer possible to walk before God, or even with
God, but only after God. Our walking is after God, our experience of God is
ex post facto, after the event of Mount Sinai. At Mount Sinai, Israel reached
the level of Adam before the Sin. Humanity would once again have enjoyed
immortality, were it not for the subsequent sin of the Golden Calf (Talmud
Bavli Avodah Zara 5a). The Oral Law too is an ongoing process, but it is a
process in the wake of and reflective upon the giving of the Torah. Each
successive generation unpacks a little more the light it contained in that
event. The Torah contains all possible perfection; it requires only
interpretation. (Kook, Midbar HaShur on Noach).

Rav Kook's remarkably encyclopedic knowledge of Torah allows him to take a well known
midrash and extend it even farther. The midrash presents a passage from this week's
parashah - "Noah walked with God" - and compares it with another which comes from next's
week's portion - "Abraham walked before God."


http://www.kolel.org/

Rav Kook then compares both passages with another verse from another part of the Torah
altogether : "After the Eternal your God you shall walk". Ultimately he asks the question:
what is the difference between walking "with God," "before God," and "after God?"

Kook bases his explanation in the Kabbalistic notion of Tikkun - "fixing" - and notes that the
tikkun of humanity is a gradual process that takes place over many generations. Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden represent the most perfect example of humanity. However, after
their expulsion from Paradise, humanity had to begin the process of regaining perfection.
This effort would be long and hard, marked with digressions and "descents."

Before the giving of Torah on Sinai, there were basically two moral options available to
people. One could either strive to behave the best they could within the context of the
norms of their generation, which Kook identifies as "walking with God." Alternatively, one
could strive for a moral perfection that transcends the norms of the age into which they
were born. This Kook identifies as "walking before God." Noah, who is the most righteous of
his age, walked with God, while Abraham, who is simply identified as universally "righteous,"
walked before God.

After the giving of Torah at Sinai, a new level of Tikkun is added to the list. At Sinai, with
the giving of mitzvot, a new moral standard was set, one that was explicit. Unlike Abraham,
who strove for a moral perfection that had no precedent, or Noah, who sought simply to rise
up above the prevailing immorality that surrounded him, we strive to follow a path that has
clearly been laid out for us. This is walking after God. Our task is not to figure out which
behaviours are right and which are wrong. Our task is simply the struggle to behave right.
God has set the path before us. We must simply follow along.



Genesis 9:1-17
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1 God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth. 2 The fear and dread of you shall rest on every animal of the earth, and on every bird
of the air, on everything that creeps on the ground, and on all the fish of the sea; into your
hand they are delivered. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you; and just as I
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gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 4 Only, you shall not eat flesh with its life,
that is, its blood. 5 For your own lifeblood I will surely require a reckoning: from every
animal [ will require it and from human beings, each one for the blood of another, I will
require a reckoning for human life. 6 Whoever sheds the blood of a human, by a human shall
that person's blood be shed; for in his own image God made humankind. 7 And you, be
fruitful and multiply, abound on the earth and multiply in it." 8 Then God said to Noah and
to his sons with him, 9 "As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your
descendants after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11
I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth." 12 God said, "This is the
sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with
you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of
the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is
seen in the clouds, 151 will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every
living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." 17 God said to Noah,
"This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on
the earth."



Prophet Noah
in The Quran

Prophet Nooh (Noah) is considered one of the 5 major Prophets in Islam (the others
are Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Mohammad Peace be upon them all). He is referred to
in the Quran more than 40 times. The stories mentioned focus on his relentless effort to
invite mankind to the path of God. The Quran mentions that propagated continuously
for 950 years. Sources from hadith indicate that his age was over 1000.

The stories mentioned in the Quran also include his conversation with his son, and
his son’s rejection and eventual drowning (see below). Also his wife is given as an
example of an unfaithful spouse.

Here several extracts are
presented :

Sura Hud (Chapter 11)
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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.
We sent Noah to his people (with a mission): "I have come to you with a Clear Warning: (25)
"That ye serve none but Allah: Verily | do fear for you the penalty of a grievous day." (26)
But the chiefs of the Unbelievers among his people said: "We see (in) thee nothing but a
man like ourselves: Nor do we see that any follow thee but the meanest among us, in
judgment immature: Nor do we see in you (all) any merit above us: in fact we thing ye are
liars!" (27)
He said: "O my people! See ye if (it be that) | have a Clear Sign from my Lord, and that He



hath sent Mercy unto me from His own presence, but that the Mercy hath been obscured
from your sight? shall we compel you to accept it when ye are averse to it? (28)

"And O my people! | ask you for no wealth in return: my reward is from none but Allah: But |
will not drive away (in contempt) those who believe: for verily they are to meet their Lord,
and ye | see are the ignorant ones! (29)

"And O my people! who would help me against Allah if | drove them away? Will ye not then
take heed? (30)

"I tell you not that with me are the treasures of Allah, nor do | know what is hidden, nor
claim | to be an angel. Nor yet do | say, of those whom your eyes do despise that Allah will
not grant them (all) that is good: Allah knoweth best what is in their souls: I should, if | did,
indeed be a wrong-doer." (31)

They said: "O Noah! thou hast disputed with us, and (much) hast thou prolonged the dispute
with us: now bring upon us what thou threatenest us with, if thou speakest the truth!?" (32)
He said: "Truly, Allah will bring it on you if He wills,- and then, ye will not be able to
frustrate it! (33)

"Of no profit will be my counsel to you, much as | desire to give you (good) counsel, if it be
that Allah willeth to leave you astray: He is your Lord! and to Him will ye return!" (34)

Or do they say, "He has forged it"? Say: "If | had forged it, on me were my sin! and | am free
of the sins of which ye are guilty! (35)

It was revealed to Noah: "None of thy people will believe except those who have believed
already! So grieve no longer over their (evil) deeds. (36)

"But construct an Ark under Our eyes and Our inspiration, and address Me no (further) on
behalf of those who are in sin: for they are about to be overwhelmed (in the Flood)." (37)
Forthwith he (starts) constructing the Ark: Every time that the chiefs of his people passed
by him, they threw ridicule on him. He said: "If ye ridicule us now, we (in our turn) can look
down on you with ridicule likewise! (38)

"But soon will ye know who it is on whom will descend a penalty that will cover them with
shame,- on whom will be unloosed a penalty lasting:" (39)

At length, behold! there came Our command, and the fountains of the earth gushed forth!
We said: "Embark therein, of each kind two, male and female, and your family - except
those against whom the word has already gone forth,- and the Believers." but only a few
believed with him. (40)

= SO he said: "Embark ye on the Ark, In the name of Allah, whether it move or be at rest!

For my Lord is, be sure, Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful!" (41)

So the Ark floated with them on the waves (towering) like mountains, and Noah called out
to his son, who had separated himself (from the rest): "O my son! embark with us, and be
not with the unbelievers!" (42)

The son replied: "l will betake myself to some mountain: it will save me from the water."
Noah said: "This day nothing can save, from the command of Allah, any but those on whom
He hath mercy! "And the waves came between them, and the son was among those
overwhelmed in the Flood. (43)

Then the word went forth: "O earth! swallow up thy water, and O sky! Withhold (thy rain)!"
and the water abated, and the matter was ended. The Ark rested on Mount Judi, and the
word went forth: "Away with those who do wrong!" (44)

And Noah called upon his Lord, and said: "O my Lord! surely my son is of my family! and Thy
promise is true, and Thou art the justest of Judges!" (45)

He said: "O Noah! He is not of thy family: For his conduct is unrighteous. So ask not of Me
that of which thou hast no knowledge! | give thee counsel, lest thou act like the

ignorant!" (46)



Noah said: "O my Lord! | do seek refuge with Thee, lest | ask Thee for that of which | have
no knowledge. And unless thou forgive me and have Mercy on me, | should indeed be

lost!" (47)

The word came: "O Noah! Come down (from the Ark) with peace from Us, and blessing on
thee and on some of the peoples (who will spring) from those with thee: but (there will be
other) peoples to whom We shall grant their pleasures (for a time), but in the end will a
grievous penalty reach them from Us." (48)

Such are some of the stories of the unseen, which We have revealed unto thee: before this,
neither thou nor thy people knew them. So persevere patiently: for the End is for those who
are righteous. (49)

Chapter 71 (Surat Nooh)
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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.
We sent Noah to his People (with the Command): "Do thou warn thy People before there
comes to them a grievous Penalty." (1)
He said: "O my People! | am to you a Warner, clear and open: (2)
"That ye should worship Allah, fear Him and obey me: (3)
"So He may forgive you your sins and give you respite for a stated Term: for when the Term
given by Allah is accomplished, it cannot be put forward: if ye only knew." (4)
He said: "O my Lord! | have called to my People night and day: (5)
"But my call only increases (their) flight (from the Right). (6)
"And every time | have called to them, that Thou mightest forgive them, they have (only)
thrust their fingers into their ears, covered themselves up with their garments, grown
obstinate, and given themselves up to arrogance. (7)
"So | have called to them aloud; (8)
"Further | have spoken to them in public and secretly in private, (9)
"Saying, 'Ask forgiveness from your Lord; for He is Oft-Forgiving; (10)
"He will send rain to you in abundance; (11)
"Give you increase in wealth and sons; and bestow on you gardens and bestow on you rivers
(of flowing water). (12)
"What is the matter with you, that ye place not your hope for kindness and long-suffering in
Allah,- (13)
"Seeing that it is He that has created you in diverse stages? (14)
"See ye not how Allah has created the seven heavens one above another, (15)
"And made the moon a light in their midst, and made the sun as a (Glorious) Lamp? (16)
"And Allah has produced you from the earth growing (gradually), (17)
"And in the End He will return you into the (earth), and raise you forth (again at the
Resurrection)? (18)
"And Allah has made the earth for you as a carpet (spread out), (19)
"That ye may go about therein, in spacious roads." (20)
Noah said: "O my Lord! They have disobeyed me, but they follow (men) whose wealth and
children give them no increase but only Loss. (21)
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"And they have devised a tremendous Plot. (22)

"And they have said (to each other), 'Abandon not your gods: Abandon neither Wadd nor
Suwa', neither Yaguth nor Ya'ug, nor Nasr';- (23)

"They have already misled many; and grant Thou no increase to the wrong-doers but in
straying (from their mark)." (24)

Because of their sins they were drowned (in the flood), and were made to enter the Fire (of
Punishment): and they found- in lieu of Allah- none to help them. (25)

And Noah, said: "O my Lord! Leave not of the Unbelievers, a single one on earth! (26)
"For, if Thou dost leave (any of) them, they will but mislead Thy devotees, and they will
breed none but wicked ungrateful ones. (27)

"O my Lord! Forgive me, my parents, all who enter my house in Faith, and (all) believing
men and believing women: and to the wrong-doers grant Thou no increase but in
perdition!" (28)

Chapter 10 (Sura Yunus)
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Relate to them the story of Noah. Behold! he said to his people: "O my people, if it be hard
on your (mind) that | should stay (with you) and commemorate the signs of Allah,- yet | put
my trust in Allah. Get ye then an agreement about your plan and among your partners, so
your plan be on to you dark and dubious. Then pass your sentence on me, and give me no
respite. (71)

"But if ye turn back, (consider): no reward have | asked of you: my reward is only due from
Allah, and | have been commanded to be of those who submit to Allah's will (in Islam)." (72)
They rejected Him, but We delivered him, and those with him, in the Ark, and We made
them inherit (the earth), while We overwhelmed in the flood those who rejected Our Signs.
Then see what was the end of those who were warned (but heeded not)! (73)
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Allah sets forth, for an example to the Unbelievers, the wife of Noah and the wife of Lut:
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