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Genesis 24

And Abraham was old, well stricken in age; and the LORD had blessed Abraham
in all things.

And Abraham said unto his servant, the elder of his house, that ruled over all that
he had: 'Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh.

And I will make thee swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of
the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife for my son of the daughters of the
Canaanites, among whom I dwell.

But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife for my
son, even for Isaac.'

And the servant said unto him: 'Peradventure the woman will not be willing to
follow me unto this land; must I needs bring thy son back unto the land from
whence thou camest?'

And Abraham said unto him: 'Beware thou that thou bring not my son back
thither.

The LORD, the God of heaven, who took me from my father's house, and from
the land of my nativity, and who spoke unto me, and who swore unto me, saying:
Unto thy seed will I give this land; He will send His angel before thee, and thou
shalt take a wife for my son from thence.

And if the woman be not willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from
this my oath; only thou shalt not bring my son back thither.'

And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore
to him concerning this matter.

And the servant took ten camels, of the camels of his master, and departed;
having all goodly things of his mastet's in his hand; and he arose, and went to
Aram-naharaim, unto the city of Nahor.

And he made the camels to kneel down without the city by the well of water at
the time of evening, the time that women go out to draw water.

And he said: 'O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, send me, I pray Thee,
good speed this day, and show kindness unto my master Abraham.

Behold, I stand by the fountain of water; and the daughters of the men of the city
come out to draw water.

So let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say: Let down thy pitcher,
I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say: Drink, and I will give thy camels
drink also; let the same be she that Thou hast appointed for Thy servant, even
for Isaac; and thereby shall I know that Thou hast shown kindness unto my
master.'

And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came
out, who was born to Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's
brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder.

And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known
her; and she went down to the fountain, and filled her pitcher, and came up.

And the servant ran to meet her, and said: 'Give me to drink, I pray thee, a little
water of thy pitcher.’

And she said: 'Drink, my lord"; and she hastened, and let down her pitcher upon
her hand, and gave him drink.
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And when she had done giving him drink, she said: 'I will draw for thy camels
also, until they have done drinking.'

And she hastened, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto
the well to draw, and drew for all his camels.

And the man looked stedfastly on her; holding his peace, to know whether the
LORD had made his journey prosperous or not.

And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the man took a golden
ring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels weight
of gold;

and said: '"Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee. Is there room in thy
fathet's house for us to lodge in?'

And she said unto him: 'I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom
she bote unto Nahor.'

She said moreover unto him: 'We have both straw and provender enough, and
room to lodge in.'

And the man bowed his head, and prostrated himself before the LORD.

And he said: 'Blessed be the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who hath
not forsaken His mercy and His truth toward my master; as for me, the LORD
hath led me in the way to the house of my mastet's brethren.'

And the damsel ran, and told her mother's house according to these words.

And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban; and Laban ran out unto
the man, unto the fountain.

And it came to pass, when he saw the ring, and the bracelets upon his sistet's
hands, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying: "Thus spoke
the man unto me, that he came unto the man; and, behold, he stood by the
camels at the fountain.

And he said: 'Come in, thou blessed of the LORD; wherefore standest thou
without? for I have cleared the house, and made room for the camels.'

And the man came into the house, and he ungirded the camels; and he gave straw
and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men
that were with him.

And there was set food before him to eat; but he said: 'T will not eat, until I have
told mine errand." And he said: 'Speak on.'

And he said: 'T am Abraham's servant.

And the LORD hath blessed my master greatly; and he is become great; and He
hath given him flocks and herds, and silver and gold, and men-servants and
maid-servants, and camels and asses.

And Sarah my master's wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and unto
him hath he given all that he hath.

And my master made me swear, saying: Thou shalt not take a wife for my son of
the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell.

But thou shalt go unto my father's house, and to my kindred, and take a wife for
my son.

And I said unto my master: Peradventure the woman will not follow me.

And he said unto me: The LORD, before whom I walk, will send His angel with
thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred,
and of my father's house;

then shalt thou be clear from my oath, when thou comest to my kindred; and if
they give her not to thee, thou shalt be clear from my oath.

And I came this day unto the fountain, and said: O LORD, the God of my
master Abraham, if now Thou do prosper my way which I go:
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behold, I stand by the fountain of water; and let it come to pass, that the maiden
that cometh forth to draw, to whom I shall say: Give me, I pray thee, a little
water from thy pitcher to drink;

and she shall say to me: Both drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels; let
the same be the woman whom the LORD hath appointed for my mastet's son.
And before I had done speaking to my heart, behold, Rebekah came forth with
her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down unto the fountain, and drew.
And I said unto her: Let me drink, I pray thee.

And she made haste, and let down her pitcher from her shoulder, and said:
Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also. So I drank, and she made the camels
drink also.

And I asked her, and said: Whose daughter art thou? And she said: The daughter
of Bethuel, Nahot's son, whom Milcah bore unto him. And I put the ring upon
her nose, and the bracelets upon her hands.

And I bowed my head, and prostrated myself before the LORD, and blessed the
LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me in the right way to take
my master's brother's daughter for his son.

And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell
me; that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left.'

Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said: "The thing proceedeth from the
LORD; we cannot speak unto thee bad or good.

Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy master's son's
wife, as the LORD hath spoken.'

And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their words, he bowed
himself down to the earth unto the LORD.

And the servant brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment,
and gave them to Rebekah; he gave also to her brother and to her mother
precious things.

And they did eat and drink, he and the men that were with him, and tarried all
night; and they rose up in the morning, and he said: 'Send me away unto my
master.'

And her brother and her mother said: 'Let the damsel abide with us a few days, at
the least ten; after that she shall go.'

And he said unto them: 'Delay me not, seeing the LORD hath prospered my
way; send me away that I may go to my master.'

And they said: "We will call the damsel, and inquire at her mouth.'

And they called Rebekah, and said unto her: "Wilt thou go with this man?' And
she said: 'T will go.'

And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant,
and his men.

And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her: 'Our sister, be thou the mother of
thousands of ten thousands, and let thy seed possess the gate of those that hate
them.'

And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, and
followed the man. And the servant took Rebekah, and went his way.

And Isaac came from the way of Beer-lahai-roi; for he dwelt in the land of the
South.

And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide; and he lifted up his
eyes, and saw, and, behold, there were camels coming.

And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she alighted from the
camel.



65 And she said unto the servant: "What man is this that walketh in the field to meet
us?' And the servant said: 'It is my master."! And she took her veil, and covered
herself.

66 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done.

67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and she
became his wife; and he loved her. And Isaac was comforted for his mother. {P}
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Proverbs 31:10

A woman of valour who can find? for her price is far above rubies.
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Jewish Texts on Modesty and Dress

Genesis 2:25 And the man and his wife were both
naked and were not ashamed. 3:1 Now the serpent
was more crafty than any other beast of the field that
the Lord God had made. ... 7 Then the eyes of both
were opened, and they knew that they were naked.
And they sewed fig leaves together and made
themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the sound of
the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the
garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and
said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to
eat?” ... 21 And the Lord God made for Adam and for
his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

Genesis 24:60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to
her, “Our sister, may you become thousands of ten
thousands, and may your offspring possess the gate
of those who hate him!” 61 Then Rebekah and her
young women arose and rode on the camels and
followed the man. Thus the servant took Rebekah
and went his way. 62 Now Isaac had returned from
Beer-lahai-roi and was dwelling in the Negeb. 63 And
Isaac went out to meditate in the field toward
evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and
behold, there were camels coming. 64 And Rebekah
lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she
dismounted from the camel 65 and said to the
servant, “Who is that man, walking in the field to
meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she
took her veil and covered herself.

Genesis 38:13 And when Tamar was told, “Your
father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his
sheep,” 14 she took off her widow's garments and
covered herself with a veil, wrapping herself up, and
sat at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to
Timnah. For she saw that Shelah was grown up, and
she had not been given to him in marriage. 15 When
Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for
she had covered her face. 16 He turned to her at the
roadside and said, “Come, let me come in to you,” for
he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law.
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She said, “What will you give me, that you may come
in to me?” 17 He answered, “I will send you a young
goat from the flock.” And she said, “If you give me a
pledge, until you send it—" 18 He said, “What pledge
shall I give you?” She replied, “Your signet and your
cord and your staff that is in your hand.” So he gave
them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by
him. 19 Then she arose and went away, and taking
off her veil she put on the garments of her
widowhood.

Exodus 20:22 And the Lord said to Moses, “Thus you
shall say to the people of Israel: “You have seen for
yourselves that I have talked with you from heaven.
23 You shall not make gods of silver to be with me,
nor shall you make for yourselves gods of gold. 24
An altar of earth you shall make for me and sacrifice
on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings,
your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I
cause my name to be remembered I will come to you
and bless you. 25 If you make me an altar of stone,
you shall not build it of hewn stones, for if you wield
your tool on it you profane it. 26 And you shall not
go up by steps to my altar, that your nakedness be
not exposed on it.

Exodus 22:26 If ever you take your neighbor's cloak
in pledge, you shall return it to him before the sun
goes down, 27 for that is his only covering, and it is
his cloak for his body; in what else shall he sleep?
And if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am
compassionate.

Exodus 28:2 And you shall make holy garments for
Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. 3 You
shall speak to all the skillful, whom I have filled with
a spirit of skill, that they make Aaron's garments to
consecrate him for my priesthood. 4 These are the
garments that they shall make: a breastpiece, an
ephod, a robe, a coat of checker work, a turban, and a
sash. They shall make holy garments for Aaron your
brother and his sons to serve me as priests. ... 42 You
shall make for them linen undergarments to cover
their naked flesh. They shall reach from the hips to
the thighs; 43 and they shall be on Aaron and on his
sons when they go into the tent of meeting or when
they come near the altar to minister in the Holy Place,
lest they bear guilt and die. This shall be a statute
forever for him and for his offspring after him.
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Leviticus 19:18 You shall not take vengeance or bear
a grudge against the sons of your own people, but
you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the
Lord. 19 “You shall keep my statutes. You shall not
let your cattle breed with a different kind. You shall
not sow your field with two kinds of seed, nor shall
you wear a garment of cloth made of two kinds of
material.

Numbers 15:37 The Lord said to Moses, 38 “Speak to
the people of Israel, and tell them to make tassels on
the corners of their garments throughout their
generations, and to put a cord of blue on the tassel of
each corner. 39 And it shall be a tassel for you to look
at and remember all the commandments of the Lord,
to do them, not to follow after your own heart and
your own eyes, which you are inclined to whore
after. 40 So you shall remember and do all my
commandments, and be holy to your God. 41 I am the
Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt to be your God: I am the Lord your God.”

Deuteronomy 22:5 A woman shall not wear a man's
garment, nor shall a man put on a woman's cloak, for
whoever does these things is an abomination to the
Lord your God. ... 9 You shall not sow your vineyard
with two kinds of seed, lest the whole yield be
forfeited, the crop that you have sown and the yield
of the vineyard. 10 You shall not plow with an ox and
a donkey together. 11 You shall not wear cloth of
wool and linen mixed together. 12 You shall make
yourself tassels on the four corners of the garment
with which you cover yourself.

Deuteronomy 24:10 When you make your neighbor a
loan of any sort, you shall not go into his house to
collect his pledge. 11 You shall stand outside, and the
man to whom you make the loan shall bring the
pledge out to you. 12 And if he is a poor man, you
shall not sleep in his pledge. 13 You shall restore to
him the pledge as the sun sets, that he may sleep in
his cloak and bless you. And it shall be righteousness
for you before the Lord your God. ... 17 “You shall
not pervert the justice due to the sojourner or to the
fatherless, or take a widow's garment in pledge, 18
but you shall remember that you were a slave in
Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you from
there; therefore I command you to do this.
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Isaiah 3:16 The Lord said: Because the daughters of
Zion are haughty and walk with outstretched necks,
glancing wantonly with their eyes, mincing along as
they go, tinkling with their feet, 17 therefore the Lord
will strike with a scab the heads of the daughters of
Zion, and the Lord will lay bare their secret parts.

18 In that day the Lord will take away the finery of
the anklets, the headbands, and the crescents; 19 the
pendants, the bracelets, and the scarves; 20 the
headdresses, the armlets, the sashes, the perfume
boxes, and the amulets; 21 the signet rings and nose
rings; 22 the festal robes, the mantles, the cloaks, and
the handbags; 23 the mirrors, the linen garments, the
turbans, and the veils.

24 Instead of perfume there will be rottenness; and
instead of a belt, a rope; and instead of well-set hair,
baldness; and instead of a rich robe, a skirt of
sackcloth; and branding instead of beauty.

Proverbs 31:10 An excellent wife who can find? She is
far more precious than jewels. ... 13 She seeks wool
and flax, and works with willing hands. ... 17 She
girds her loins with strength and makes her arms
strong. ... 19 She puts her hands to the distaff, and her
hands hold the spindle. 20 She opens her hand to the
poor and reaches out her hands to the needy. 21 She
is not afraid of snow for her household, for all her
household are clothed in scarlet. 22 She makes bed
coverings for herself; her clothing is fine linen and
purple. ... 24 She makes linen garments and sells
them; she delivers sashes to the merchant. 25 Strength
and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the
time to come.

Micah 6:8 He has told you, O man, what is good; and
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?

Texts selected by Mark Solomon
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ITpog Kogptvbrovg A 11:1-16

wpunrtat pov yiveoOe, kabws kayw Xolotov.

YEmawve d& vuag 0Tt mavta pov pnépvnode kat kabwg magédwra
VULV TAG TTAQADOTELS KATEXETE.

30€AW O¢ Dpag eldéval OTL Tavtog avdEOg 1) kedaAr) 0 XQLoTtog éoty,
KePaAn d¢ yuvaukog 6 avnp, kedaAr) d¢é tov Xolotov 0 Oedg.

TIAC AVNQ TIQOO ELXOUEVOS 1) TEOPNTEVWV KATX KEPAATC EXWV
KATALOXVVEL TNV KEPAAT|V AUTOL:

STaoa O YUVI) TEOTEVXOUEVN T) TTEOPNTEVLOVOAK AKATAKAAVTITQ TT)
KePAAT) KATALoXVVEL TNV KEPAAT)V a0TG: €V YAQ 0TV Kol TO aUTO
) EEVONUEVT).

bel YOO OV KATAKAAVTITETAL YUVT), KAl KeRAOOw: €l d& aloxQOV
Yuvaiki To kelpaoOat 1) Evpacdat, katakaAvnTéow.

7aVT)0 HEV Yo oVK 0deidel katakaAvmteoOal v kepaAnyv, elkwv
Kat d0&a Beov DA XWV: 1) Yuvr) & dOEa AVOQOG E0TLv.

800 YA €0TLV AVNQ €K YUVALKOG, AAAX YLV €€ arvdEOG:

‘Kal YaQ ovk EktioOn avr)p dix v yvvaika, AAAx yuvr) dux Tov
avooa.

1031 TovTo OdeiAeL 1) Yuvr) E€ovaiav Exewv €mi TN KePAATS dLX TOLG
ayyéAouc.

UmAn v oUte yuvr) XWwoLs avOEOg 0UTE AVT)Q XWOLS YUVALKOGS €V KLQLW:
2¢bomteQ Yo 1] yuvn) €k ToL AvdEOg, 0UTWG Kal O v dax TG
YUVALKOG: T D& AvTa €K TOL Oeov.

Bev Outv avtolg koltvate: MEETOV E0TLV YUVATKA AKATAKAAVTITOV TQ
Oeq mEooevxeoOay

Ho0dE 1) PUOIS avT) DAOKEL VUAS OTL AVI)Q UEV €AV KOUA ATLULO
avT €0TLV,

Byvvn) d¢ €av kopa dO0Ea avT) E0TLv; OTLT) KOUT AVTL TeQPoAaiov
dédotal [avtn)].

EL 8¢ T1g dokel PLAOVELKOG elval, THELS TolUTNV ovvfetav ovk
Exopev, ovdE ai ékkAnoiatl tov Oeov.

1 Corinthians 11:1-16

Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.

I praise you for remembering me in everything and for holding to the teachings
just as I passed them on to you.

Now I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of
the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.

Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonours his head.
And every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonours
her head—it is just as though her head were shaved.

If 2 woman does not cover her head, she should have her hair cut off; and if it is
a disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut or shaved off, she should cover her

head.
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A man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but
the woman is the glory of man.

For man did not come from woman, but woman from man;

neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.

For this reason, and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a sign of
authority on her head.

In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of man, nor is man
independent of woman.

For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman. But everything
comes from God.

Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head
uncovered?

Does not the very nature of things teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a
disgrace to him,

but that if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her as
a covering.

If anyone wants to be contentious about this, we have no other practice—nor do
the churches of God

13
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Kot MotOotov 6:25-34

BAlx tovto Aéyw DLy, pr) pegiuvate ) Ppuxn Opwv Tt paynte [1) Tl tinte, ]
pNdE T opaTL VPOV Tl EvOLoMoOe: oVXL 1) PuxT) TAEIOV €0TLV TNG TEOPNS
KAl TO CWHA TOL EVOUHATOG;

BEUBAEPATE EIC T TTETELVA TOL OLEAVOD OTL OV OTIEQOVOLY OVOE
Oeptlovarv ovdE ouvayovoL eig amoBrkag, kat 6 Tat)E DHWV O OVEAVLOG
toédel avTd: oVX VHELS HAAAOV dladépeTe avTWV;

7T(g 0¢ €€ VUV HeQUVAV duvatatl teooBetvat €Tt TV NAKiav adTov
Tnxvv évay

Broal eQl EVOUHATOGS T HEQUUVATE; KATAPAODETE T KQIVA TOV 0ryQOU TIWS
AVEAVOLOLV: OV KOTILWOLV 0vdE vi)fovotv:

PAéyw d& DLV 6TL 00dE LZoAopwv €v Aot 1) d0ET) avToL TeQLeFAAETO WG
£V TOUTWV.

Vel d& TOV XOOTOV TOL &AYQOL OTUEQOV OVTa Kol avQLoV €lg KA(Pavov
BaAAdpevov 6 Beog oUTwWS AUPLEVVLOLY, OV TTOAAQ HAAAOV VUAG,
OAryomioToy,

3tur) ovv peguuvnonte Aéyovreg, Tt paywpev; 1), Tl miwpev; 1), Tt
niepBaAwpeda;

2mavia yo tavta o €0vn EmilnTovoty: odev YaQ 0 maTtnE LHWV O
0VEAVLOG OTL XOT)CETE TOVTWV ATIAVTWV.

BCnrette d¢ mpwtov TNV Pacidelav [Tov Beov] kal TNV dikatoovLVNV AVTOD,
KAl TavTa TAVTA mEooTeOnoetat VULV.

34 Ur) 00V HEQLUVIOTTE €LG TNV aELOV, 1) YAQ aDQLOV HEQIUVIOEL EAVTNG:
QAQKETOV TN NHéQa 1) Kaklo avTnG.

Matthew 6:25-34

"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink;
or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food,
and the body more important than clothes?

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable
than they?

Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?

"And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow.
They do not labour or spin.

Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one
of these.

If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of
little faith?

So do not worry, saying, "What shall we eat?' or "What shall we drink?' or
"What shall we wear?'

For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that
you need them.

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well.
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34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own.

15
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Quran 7:26

O ye Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon you to cover your
shame, as well as to be an adornment to you. But the raiment of
righteousness,- that is the best. Such are among the Signs of Allah, that they
may receive admonition!
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Quran 24:31

And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and guard
their modesty; that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except
what (must ordinarily) appear thereof; that they should draw their veils over
their bosoms and not display their beauty except to their husbands, their
fathers, their husband’s fathers, their sons, their husbands’ sons, their brothers
or their brothers’ sons, or their sisters’ sons, or their women, or the slaves
whom their right hands possess, or male servants free of physical needs, or
small children who have no sense of the shame of sex; and that they should
not strike their feet in order to draw attention to their hidden ornaments. And
O ye Believers! turn ye all together towards Allah, that ye may attain Bliss.
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Quran 33:59

O Prophet! Tell thy wives and daughters, and the believing women, that they
should cast their outer garments over their persons (when abroad): that is most
convenient, that they should be known (as such) and not molested. And Allah
is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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