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Exodus+®2:24-26
24efoyoudendemoneyetoeanyeofemyepeopleowitheyou
whoeisepoor,eyoueshallenotebeclikesaemoneylendereto
him,eandeyoueshallenoteexacteinterestefromehim.e?5el f
everoyouetakeoyoureneighbor’secloakeinepledge,oyou
shallereturneitetoshimebeforestheesunegoesedown,e26
forethateiséhiseonlyecovering, eanddtdschisecloakeforehis
body;einewhateelseeshalleheesleep?eAndeifeheecrieseto
me,dawilldear,dordeamaompassionate.

Deuteronomy23:20-21
19eYoueshallenotechargeointeresteoneloansetoeyour
brother,einteresteonemoney,einteresteonefood, einterest
oneanythingethateiselentoforeinterest.020e Youomay
chargeeaeforeignereinterest,ebuteyouemayenotecharge
yourebrothereinterest,ethatethee . ORDeyoureGodemay
blesseyoueineallethateyoueundertakeeinetheelandethat
youareenteringdodakegpossessionafdt.

Deuteronomy-¥5:1-%1
leAtethesendeofeeveryeseveneyearseyoueshallegrantea
release.®? Andethisdsetheemannerefetheerelease:eevery
creditore shalle releasee whate hee hase lente toe his
neighbor.eHeeshallenoteexacteiteofehiseneighbor,ehis
brother,o becausee thee LORD’so releaseo hase been
proclaimed.e3eOfeaeforeignereyouemayeexacteit,ebut
whatevereofeyourseisewitheyourebrothereyourehand
shallerelease.eteButethereewillebeenoepooreamongeyou;
foretheoeLORDowilloblessoyoueinetheolandethatethe
LORDeyoureGodeisegivingeyoueforeaneinheritancesto
possess —eifeonlyeyouewillestrictlyeobeyetheevoiceeof
theeLORDeoyoureGod,ebeingecarefulotoedoeallethis
commandmentethatelecommandeyouetoday.e6Forethe
LORDeyoureGodewilleblesseyou,easehespromisedeyou,
andeyousshalldende¢oemanyenations,duteyousshallenot
borrow,eandeyoueshallerulesoveremanyenations,ebut
theyshalleoterulewvereyou.
7dfeamongeyou,eoneefeyourebrotherseshouldebecome
poor,eineanyeofeyourdtownsewithineyouredandethatethe
LORDeyoureGodeisegivingeyou,eyoueshallenoteharden
yourehearte oreshute youre hande againsteyoure poor
brother,e8ebuteyoueshalleopeneyourchandetochimeand
lendéhimesufficienteforchiseneed,ewhateverdtemayebe.
9oTakeocareolestothereobevaneunworthyethoughtein
yourehearteandeyouesay,o Theeseventheyear,etheoyear
ofereleasesisenear,'andeyoureeyeelookegrudginglyeon

Texts selected by Mark Solomon
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yourepoordrother,eandeyouegivechimenothing,eandehe
cryetoetheeLORDeagainsteyou,eandeyousbeoguiltyeof
sin.el0eY oueshallegivestochimefreely,eandeyoureheart
shallenotéeegrudgingewheneyouegivedochim,decause
forehisethed . ORDeyourdGodewilldlesseyoudnalleyour
workeandeineallethateyoueundertake.el 1eForethereowill
nevero ceaseo too beo pooreine theeland.o Thereforeol
commandeyou,®Youeshalleopenewideoyourshandeto
yourebrother,etoetheeneedyeandetoetheepoor,eineyour
land.’

Deuteronomy-24:10-%8

10éWheneyouemakeeyoureneighboreadoaneofeanyesort,
youeshallenotegoeintochisehouseetoecollectehisepledge.
11¢¥ ousshallstand@utside,aandd¢heemandoewhomeyou
makeetheeloaneshallebringetheepledgeesoutetoeyou.el12
Andpeifeheociseaopooreman,eyousshallenotesleepeinehis
pledge.el30Youeshallerestorectochimetheepledgeeasethe
sunaets,dhatheamaysleepandhisaloakeanddlesseyou.
Andoeiteshallebeorighteousnesseforoyouebeforeothe
LORDeyourdGod.
14Youeshallenoteoppresseachiredeservantewhoeisepoor
andeneedy,ewhetherehedseneefeyourebrotherseoreone
ofetheesojournersewhoeareeineyourelandewithineyour
towns.el50Y ousshallegivechimehisewageseonetheesame
day,eeforecthessunesetse{forehedsepooreandecountseon
it),dlesteheecryeagainsteyoustostheeL ORD,eandeyouebe
guiltyefesin.
16eFatherseshallenotebeeputetoedeathebecauseeofetheir
children,enoreshallechildrendeeputedoaleathedecauseaf
theirefathers.eEacheoneeshallebeeputetoedeatheforshis
ownsin.

170 Youe shallo note perverto theo justicee dueo too the
sojournere ore toe thee fatherless,o ore takeoaowidow’s
garmenteinepledge,ol8ebuteyoueshallorememberethat
youewereeasslaveeineEgypteandethes . ORDeyoureGod
redeemedeyouefromethere;ethereforeddecommandeyou
toadoethis.

Leviticus9:3386
33eWheneaestrangeresojournsewitheyoueineyoureland,
youeshallenotedochimewrong.e34eY oueshalletreatothe
strangerewhoesojournsewitheyoueasetheenativeeamong
you,eandeyousshalldoveehimeaseyourself,foreyouewere
strangerseinetheelandeofeEgypt:eleamethee. ORDeyour
God.
35¢Youeshalledoenoewrongeingudgment,einemeasures
ofdengthe@reweighterajuantity.$6eY oushallchavequst
balances,¢justeweights,eagusteephah,eandeadjustehin:el
amethee . ORDeyoureGod,ewhoebroughteyoueoutefethe
landeofEgypt.
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Leviticus25:35-88
35dfeyourdrotherdbecomesepooreandecannotemaintain
himselfewitheyou,eyousshallsupportchimeasdhoughehe
wereoaostrangereandeaesojourner,oandeheeshallelive
witheyou.e366l'akeenoeinterestefromehimeoreprofit,ebut
feareyourdGod,ethateyourerotheremaydivedesidesyou.
37¢Y ousshallenotdendéhimeyouremoneyetdnterest,anor
giveehimeyourdooddoreprofit. B8deamethed . ORDeyour
God,ewhoebroughteyoueouteofetheelandeofeEgypteto
giveeyoudhedand@fdCanaan,eandeodesyourdsod.

Ezekiel¥8:5-9
Selfeaemanoiserighteouseandedoesewhateisejusteand
right —ebdfehead oesenoteeatarponetheemountainserdift
updiseyesd¢odheddolsfedhedhousedfdsrael, aloesanot
defileshiseneighbor’sewifeeoreapproacheaewomanein
heretimeeofemenstrualeimpurity,e7ed oesenoteoppress
anyone,o bute restorese toe theo debtore hise pledge,
commitsenoerobbery,ogivesehisebreadetootheshungry
andecovers¢heenakedewitheegarment, Sadoesanotdend
atdnteresterdakeanyeprofit,ewithholdséisehanddrom
injustice,@executesearuequsticedbetweenemaneandeman,
9ewalksdnemyestatutes,eandekeepsemyerulesebyeacting
faithfully —hee ise righteous;e hee shalle surelye live,
declares¢hed.ord«€GOD.

Psalm-®5

lA@Psalmefdavid. Dd. ORD,ewhoshallsojourndn
yourdent?éVhoshalladwelleoneyourdolyehill?
2ddeawhoawalksdlamelesslyandaloesevhatdsaight
andspeaksdruthdndiseheart;
3evhoaloesanotslanderawithdhisd¢ongueeandaloesano
evilg¢oehiseneighbor,
nordakesaipaaeproachagainstehisdriend;
4dnevhoseeyesaevilegersondsedespised,dutewho
honorsd¢hoseavhodeardhed ORD;
whoswearsdodisownadurtandaloesasotehange;
S5evhoaloesenotepututdisenoneyeatdanterestaand
doesaoteakeadribeagainstd¢hednnocent.
Heevhodaloesdhesedhingsshallmeverdeanoved.
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Nehemiah-5:1-%3
leNowdhereearoseeaegreateutcryefetheepeopleeandeof
theirewiveseagainstetheirefewishebrothers.e2eForethere
wereo thosee whoe said,e "Withe oure sonse ande our
daughters,eweeareemany.eSodleteusegetegrain,ethatewe
mayeateandekeepenlive."@Thereewereanlsoethoseewho
said,®'Weeareemortgagingeourefields,eourevineyards,
andeourehousesetoegetegrainedbecauseeofethedfamine. "ot
Andethereowereethoseewhossaid,8' Weehaveeborrowed
moneyo fore theo king’se taxe one oure fieldse ande our
vineyards.e5eNoweoureflesheiseasotheoflesheofeour
brothers,eourechildreneareeasetheirechildren.eYeteowe
areeforcingeouresonseandeouredaughtersetoebesslaves,
ande someo ofe oure daughterse haveo alreadye been
enslaved,ebuteiteisenoteineourepoweretoshelpeit,ofor
otheramendhaveurdieldseand@urevineyards.”
6olowaseveryoangryowheneleheardetheireoutcryeand
theseowords.e7elotookecounselowithemyself,oandel
broughtechargeseaagainstetheenobleseandetheeofficials.d
saiddod¢hem,dYouareexactingdnterest,&achdromehis
brother."eAndecheldeasgreateassemblyeagainstetheme
andesaidetoethem,e"We,easefareaseweeareeable,chave
boughtdackeourdewishebrothersewhoehaveebeenessold
toetheenations,ebuteyoueeveneselloyourebrothersethat
theyemayebeesoldetoeus!"sI'heyewereesilenteandecould
notdindeeworddosay.dHodsaid, @ Thedhingdhateyou
areedoingeisenotegood.eOughteyouenotetoewalkeinethe
feareofeoureGodetoepreventsthestauntseofetheenations
ourenemies?el 0éMoreover,daandemydrotherseandeny
servantseareelendingethememoneyeandegrain.eLeteous
abandonethiseexactingeofeinterest.sl1eReturnetosthem
thiseveryedayetheirefields,etheirevineyards,etheireolive
orchards,eandetheirehouses,eandetheopercentageoof
money,o grain,o wine,o ande oile thate youe haveobeen
exactingefromethem."9120Thenetheyeosaid,o"Weowill
restoredheseeanderequireenothingedromethem.dVeewill
doeaseyouesay."oAndelecalledetheopriestseandemade
themeswearetoed oeasetheyohadepromised.ol3elealso
shookeoutetheefoldeofemyegarmenteandesaid,d'Soemay
Godeshakeeouteeveryemanefromehisshouseeandefrom
hisdabourewhoaloesanotkeepethisgpromise.oanaydhe
beeshakeneouteandeemptied."@Andeallethesassembly
saidd'Amen"eandepraisedethecLORD.eAndethespeople
dideas¢heydaderomised.
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New Testament Texts on Market Ethics and Lending

Matthew 18:21-35 (English Standard Version)

21Then Peter came up and said to him,
"Lord, how often will my brother sin against
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven
times?" 2%Jesus said to him, "I do not say to
you seven times, but seventy times seven.

23"Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his servants.2! 2*When he
began to settle, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents.!s 2°And since
he could not pay, his master ordered him to
be sold, with his wife and children and all
that he had, and payment to be made. 2°So
the servant!¥ fell on his knees, imploring
him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay
you everything.' ??And out of pity for him,
the master of that servant released him and
forgave him the debt. 2®But when that same
servant went out, he found one of his fellow
servants who owed him a hundred denarii,®
and seizing him, he began to choke him,
saying, 'Pay what you owe.' ?*So his fellow
servant fell down and pleaded with him,
'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.'
3%He refused and went and put him in prison
until he should pay the debt. 3'When his
fellow servants saw what had taken place,
they were greatly distressed, and they went
and reported to their master all that had
taken place. 3?Then his master summoned
him and said to him, '"You wicked servant! I
forgave you all that debt because vyou
pleaded with me. *3And should not you have
had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had
mercy on you?' 3*And in anger his master
delivered him to the jailers,!? until he should
pay all his debt. 3°So also my heavenly
Father will do to every one of you, if you do
not forgive your brother from your heart."

ATote mpooeAbBwv O ITétpog cimev avtw, Kogte,
TOOAKIS AHAQTNOEL €ig EUE O AdeAPOS Hov Kal
aPnow avtw; €we EmTakis; ZPAéyel avt@ 6 Inoovg,
O0 Aéyw oot Ewg Emtakig  AaAAx  Ewg
Epdounkovtakis Emta. BAx TovTO WpOWWON T
Paoclelor twv ovgavwv AvOpwnw PaociAel Og
NOéAnoev ovvagar Adyov HeTa TV OOVAwV
Agolapévov  d¢  avTOL  ovvalgew
nooonvéxbn avt@w elg  odeldétng  puolwv
TaAdvTowv. Pun €xovrog d&¢ avToL dmodolval
éxéAevoev avTOV O KUQOG TEABNval kal TNV
yuvaika kat ta tékva kal mavia doa €xet, Kol
amodofnval. ¥mecwv odv 0 dOVAOG TEOCEKVVEL
avT@ Aéywv, MakgoOvunoov ént' éuotl, kat mavta
Amodow ool YomAayxvioleig d¢ O kUQLOG TOL
O0VAOL £kelvov améAvaoev avTtdv, Kal TO dAVELOV
adpnkev avt@. BeEeAOwv d¢ O dOLAOG €kelvog
e0ev éva TV OLVOOVAwWV avtol 0g WPelAev

avTov.

avT@® EKkaTOV dMVAQLR, Kal KQATHOAS avTOV
énmviyev Aéywv, Amodog el Tt 0peldec. Precwv
00V 0 0UVOOLAOG aVTOL MAREKAAEL AVTOV AéYwV,
MaxgoBvunoov &' éuotl, kat anodwow oot. 30 d¢
ovk f0eAev, dAAX dmeABwv EPaAev avtov eig
dvAaxtv €wg amod® TO OdeAdpevov. FiddVTEG
0 ovvdovAoL Yevopeva
EAvTOnoav opodpa, kat EéABOVTEG dleaddnoav
T KLOlW EaUTOV TIAVTO TX Yyevoueva. 2tote
TIQOOKAAECAILEVOS aVTOV O KUQLOG avToL Aéyel
avT@, AOLAE TOVNQEE, Maoav TNV OPeANV Ekelvnv
APNKa ooi €mel mMaQeKAAeTAs pe: Bovk €deL kal
ot EAenoal TOV OUVOOVAOV OOV, WG KAYW Of
NnAénoa; kat  ogywbelgc O kvELOg
MAQEdWKEV aVTOV TOLS Bacaviotals £éwg 00 ATOdQ
mav 10 0PeAdpevov. FOUTwS Kal 6 matr)o Hov O
0VEAVIOG TTomoeL DUV €av un adrnte €kaoTog TQ
AdeAP@ avTOL ATIO TV KAQOLWYV VUH@V.

ovv ol avtov T™

avTov

Footnotes:
a. Or seventy-seven times
b. Greek bondservants; also verses 28, 31
c. A talent was a monetary unit worth about twenty years’ wages for a laborer
d. Greek bondservant; also verses 27, 28, 29, 32, 33
e. A denarius was a day’s wage for a laborer
f. Greek torturers

Texts selected by Anders Bergquist
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Luke 6:27-38 (English Standard Version)

27'But I say to you who hear, Love your
enemies, do good to those who hate you,
28 bless those who curse you, pray for
those who abuse you. ?° To one who
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other
also, and from one who takes away your
cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 3°
Give to everyone who begs from you, and
from one who takes away your goods do
not demand them back. 3*And as you wish
that others would do to you, do so to
them.

32 "If you love those who love you, what
benefit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them. *3*And if you do
good to those who do good to you, what
benefit is that to you? For even sinners do
the same. 3*And if you lend to those from
whom you expect to receive, what credit is
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners,
to get back the same amount. 3*But love
your enemies, and do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return, and vyour
reward will be great, and you will be sons
of the Most High, for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the evil. 3°Be merciful,
even as your Father is merciful.

37 "Judge not, and you will not be judged;
condemn not, and vyou will not be
condemned; forgive, and you will be
forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to
you. Good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put
into your lap. For with the measure you
use it will be measured back to you."

English  texts taken with acknowledgemt from

<http://www.biblegateway.com>

YAAAX Vv Aéyw TOlG AKOVOLOLY, AYATIATE
tovg €x0polg VU@V, KaAWC TOLElTE TOKG
HLO0VO LV vuag, BevAoyelte TOUG
KATAHQWHUEVOLG VUAG, TROoeVvXeoDe meQl T@V
EmnEealoviwv DHAS. PT@ TURTOVTL o€ €Tl TNV
ouryova mMAQEXE Kal TV &AANV, Kal ATO TOL
alpovTtdc OOL TO HATIOV KAl TOV XLT@WVa U
KwAVOTG. ¥mavti altovvtl oe didov, kal ATO
T0U aigovtog ta oa pI) amalitet. kai kabwg
OéAete tva Mmooy UV ol dvOpwmol, Totelte
avtolc  Opolws. kal el dyamate  TOUG
dyanovtag Vuag, moi DUV XA&QS 0Ty, kal
YO0 ol AHAQTWAOL TOUG AYATIOVIAG AVUTOUG
dyanwow. Bxat [yag] éav ayabomoute Tovg
dyabomolovvtag VUAG, ol VULV XAQLS E€0Tiv;
Kal ol apaQTwAol 1O aUTO ToLvoLY. ¥kal éov
davionte ma' wv éAmilete Aafelv, moia VUV
Xdowg [éoTiv]; kal aupapTwAol ApaETwAOLS
daviCovowv tva amoAdPwov T loa. BmAnv
dyamnate toLg £€x000U¢ LUV Kal dyabomoleite
Kal daviCete pundév ameAniCovteg: kal éotat O
HoB0og vuwv moAvg, kal éoecBe viot DiloTov,
OTL a0TOG XONOTOS €0TLV ETL TOVG &XAQIOTOUG
Kal movnovs. *TivecOe oilktigpoves kabwg
[kal] 6 matnE Dpwv olktiguwv Eotiv. ¥Kal pn
Kkolvete, xal oU i koOfTE: KAl un
Kataduwedlete, Kat ov U1 KaTaduwaoOnrte.
amoAvete, kai amoAvOrjoecOe: ¥didote, kal
doOnoetal VUIv: HETEOV KAAOV TEMIEOCUEVOV
OETAAEVEVOV VTIEQEKXVVVOUEVOV  dWOOVOLY
elg TOV KOATIOV DH@V: @ YOQ HETQW HETQEITE
avtipetonOnoeTat OUv.

Greek texts taken with acknowledgement from
<http://www.greekbible.com>



The Cow 276-281°+

276 God blots out usury, but freewill
offerings He augments with interest.
God loves not any guilty ingrate.

277 Those who believe and do deeds
of righteousness, and perform the
prayer, and pay the alms -- their wage
awaits them with their Lord, and no
fear shall be on them, neither shall
they sorrow.

278 O believers, fear you God; and
give up the usury that is outstanding, if
you are believers.

279 But if you do not, then take notice
that God shall war with you, and His
Messenger; yet if you repent, you shall
have your principal, unwronging and
unwronged.

280 And if any man should be in
difficulties, let him have respite till
things are easier; but that you should
give freewill offerings is better for you,
did you but know.

281 And fear a day wherein you shall
be returned to God, and every soul
shall be paid in full what it has earned;
and they shall not be wronged.
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