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Introduction: ‘Crime and Punishment’

This session is about the demands of justice and how people of faith relate
to and can make sense of the secular legal system. This is a rather big
question to deal with in SR — too big, it might seem, to even try. And yet,
this question is also too topical and too much at the heart of the ongoing
dialogue about our civic existence to avoid it. Overwhelming as it may
appear, we have therefore little option but to try and wrestle with it as
people of faith.

How can we live, judge and be judged in the light of the infinite discrepancy
between God’s perfect justice and our human limitations? Human
judgments can be marked by pride and self-interest. Moreover, we have
often little or no knowledge of our fellow human being’s heart. Knowing
ourselves should be sufficient to remind us constantly that every human
attempt to establish justice is fraught with difficulty. While this can be
humbling, there can be no doubt that justice is something we must always
strive for, and we cannot evade making judgments to establish justice as
long as people live together in this world in communities, cities and nations.

Absolute justice, however, is a divine attribute. And the high standard of
justice that people of faith derive from their belief in God’s ultimate justice
cannot be separated from another divine attribute, forgiveness. Forgiveness
is what makes the painful limitations of all our mistaken judgments
bearable. Forgiveness, rightly understood, is what both the judged and their
judges cry out for. It is forgiveness, and not perfection, that makes the
human pursuit of justice meaningful.
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Leviticus 19:15-18

15 Ye shall do no unrighteousness in
judgment; thou shalt not respect the
person of the poor, nor favour the
person of the mighty; but in
righteousness shalt thou judge thy
neighbour.

16 Thou shalt not go up and down as a
talebearer among thy people; neither
shalt thou stand idly by the blood of
thy neighbour: I am the LORD.

17 Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thy
heart; thou shalt surely rebuke thy
neighbour, and not bear sin because of
him.

18 Thou shalt not take vengeance, nor bear
any grudge against the children of thy
people, but thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD.

Notes to Lev 19:15-18
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Deuteronomy 16:18-20

Judges and officers shalt thou make
thee in all thy gates, which the LORD
thy God giveth thee, tribe by tribe; and
they shall judge the people with
righteous judgment.

19 Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou

shalt not respect persons; neither shalt
thou take a gift; for a gift doth blind
the eyes of the wise, and pervert the
words of the righteous.

20 Justice, justice shalt thou follow, that

thou mayest live, and inherit the land
which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

Notes to Dt 16:18-20
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Jeremiah 29:4-7

4 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel, unto all the captivity,
whom I have caused to be carried away
captive from Jerusalem unto Babylon:
5 Build ye houses, and dwell in them,
and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of
them;

6 take ye wives, and beget sons and
daughters; and take wives for your
sons, and give your daughters to
husbands, that they may bear sons and
daughters; and multiply ye there, and
be not diminished.

7 And seek the peace of the city
whither I have caused you to be carried
away captive, and pray unto the LORD
for it; for in the peace thereof shall ye
have peace.

Notes to Jer 29:4-7
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Talmud, Tractate Shabbat 10a

Every judge who judges fairly, even for an hour, is credited by
Scripture as if he were a partner with the Holy Blessed One in
the act of Creation.

Pirkei Avot 3:2

Rabbi Hanina the vice-high priest, used to say: Pray for the peace
of the government, for if it were not for the fear of it, people would
swallow each other up alive.

Tractate Bava Kama 113a
Samuel taught: The law of the state is the law.
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Luke 23:39-43

39 One of the criminals who were hanged
railed at him, saying, "Are you not the
Christ? Save yourself and us!"

40 But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do
you not fear God, since you are under
the same sentence of condemnation?

41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving
the due reward of our deeds; but this
man has done nothing wrong."

42 And he said, "Jesus, remember me when
you come into your kingdom."

43 And he said to him, "Truly, I say to you,
today you will be with me in Paradise."

Notes to Luke 23:39-43
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40 kplpatt noun dative neuter singular common from kpipe,-
atog, T6 lawsuit, decision, decree. judging, judgment; authority
to judge; verdict. Mostly condemnation, sentence, punishment

41 dikaiwe (adv.) justly, uprightly, rightly, as one ought
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Romans 3:21-26

21 But now the righteousness of God has
been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear
witness to it-

22 the righteousness of God through faith
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For
there is no distinction:

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God,

24 and are justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus,

25 whom God put forward as a propitiation
by his blood, to be received by faith.
This was to show God's righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over former sins.

26 It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just
and the justifier of the one who has faith
in Jesus.
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Notes to Rom 3:21-26

21

22

23

24

25

diwkarooOvn [dikaiosune) righteousness, uprightness; religious
requirement. Mercy, charitableness. Justice, equity. In Paul the
phrase 6. 6eod and its variations refer to God's equitable way of
dealing with humanity in grace. molelv 8. do what is right.
dwotoAn -fig, N [diastole] difference, distinction

dikaldw [dikaioo] to show to be righteous, to declare righteous
GTOAVTPWOEWE noun genitive feminine singular common from
gmoAdtpwoLg, ewg, Ny release. Fig, redemption (lit. ‘buying back’),
deliverance, acquittal, ransoming.

idaotiprog [hilasterios] propitiatory, mercy seat, propitiation

avoyn [anoche] a delaying, forbearance
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Qur’an 5:32-40

On that account: We ordained for the
Children of Israel that if any one slew a
person - unless it be for murder or for
spreading mischief in the land - it would be
as if he slew the whole people: and if any
one saved a life, it would be as if he saved
the life of the whole people. Then although
there came to them Our messengers with
clear signs, yet, even after that, many of
them continued to commit excesses in the
land.

The punishment of those who wage war
against Allah and His Messenger, and strive
with might and main for mischief through
the land is: execution, ot ctrucifixion, or the
cutting off of hands and feet from opposite
sides, or exile from the land: that is their
disgrace in this world, and a heavy
punishment is theirs in the Hereafter;
Except for those who repent before they fall
into your power: in that case, know that
Allah is  Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful.
O ye who believel Do your duty to Allah,
seek the means of approach unto Him, and
strive with might and main in his cause: that
ye may prosper.

As to those who reject Faith,- if they had
everything on earth, and twice repeated, to
give as ransom for the penalty of the Day of
Judgment, it would never be accepted of
them, theirs would be a grievous penalty.
Their wish will be to get out of the Fire, but
never will they get out therefrom: their
penalty will be one that endures.
As to the thief, Male or female, cut off his or
her hands: a punishment by way of example,
from Allah, for their crime: and Allah is
Exalted in power.

But if the thief repents after his crime, and
amends his conduct, Allah turneth to him in
forgiveness; for Allah is Oft-forgiving, Most
Merciful.

Knowest thou not that to Allah (alone)
belongeth the dominion of the heavens and
the earth? He punisheth whom He pleaseth,
and He forgiveth whom He pleaseth: and
Allah hath power over all things.
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Qur’an 5:44-45

It was We who revealed the law (to Moses):
therein was guidance and light. By its
standard have been judged the Jews, by the
prophets who bowed (as in Islam) to Allah's
will, by the rabbis and the doctors of law: for
to them was entrusted the protection of
Allah's book, and they were witnesses
thereto: therefore fear not men, but fear me,
and sell not my signs for a miserable price. If
any do fail to judge by (the light of) what
Allah hath revealed, they are (no better than)
Unbelievers.

We ordained therein for them: "Life for life,
eye for eye, nose or nose, ear for ear, tooth
for tooth, and wounds equal for equal." But
if any one remits the retaliation by way of
charity, it is an act of atonement for himself.
And if any fail to judge by (the light of) what
Allah hath revealed, they are (No better
than) wrong-doers.

Qur’an 2:178-179

O ye who believe! The law of equality is
prescribed to you in cases of murder: the
free for the free, the slave for the slave,
the woman for the woman. But if any
remission is made by the brother of the
slain, then grant any reasonable demand,
and compensate him with handsome
gratitude, this is a concession and a Mercy
from your Lord. After this whoever
exceeds the limits shall be in grave penalty.
In the Law of Equality there is (saving of)
Life to you, o ye men of understanding;
that ye may restrain yourselves.
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