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Gen 37:1-29
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1. And Jacob lived in the land where his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan.
2. These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was
feeding the flock with his brothers; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with
the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought to his father their evil
report. 3. Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the
son of his old age; and he made him a coat with long sleeves. 4. And when his
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him,
and could not speak peaceably to him.
5. And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brothers; and they hated him
even more....7. For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf
arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood around, and made
obeisance to my sheaf.8. And his brothers said to him, Shall you indeed reign over
us? or shall you indeed have dominion over us? And they hated him even more for
his dreams, and for his words.
9. And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brothers, and said, Behold, |
have again dreamed a dream; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven
stars made obeisance to me.10. And he told it to his father, and to his brothers; and
his father rebuked him, and said to him, What is this dream that you have dreamed?
Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow down ourselves to
you to the earth? 11. And his brothers envied him; but his father kept the matter in
mind.
12. And his brothers went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem. 13. And Israel said
to Joseph, Are not your brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, and | will
send you to them. And he said to him, Here am |I.
14. And he said to him, Go, | beg you, see whether it is well with your brothers, and
well with the flocks; and bring me word again. So he sent him out from the valley of
Hebron, and he came to Shechem.15. And a certain man found him, and, behold, he
was wandering in the field; and the man asked him, saying, What do you seek? 16.
And he said, | seek my brothers; tell me, | beg you, where they feed their flocks.17.
And the man said, They have departed from here; for | heard them say, Let us go to
Dothan. And Joseph went after his brothers, and found them in Dothan.
18. And when they saw him from far away, even before he came near to them, they
conspired against him to slay him. 19. And they said one to another, Behold, this
dreamer comes.
20. Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and throw him into some pit, and we will
say, Some evil beast has devoured him; and we shall see what will become of his
dreams. 21. And Reuben heard it, and he saved him from their hands; and said, Let
us not kill him. 22. And Reuben said to them, Shed no blood, but throw him into this
pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; that he might rid him from
their hands, to deliver him to his father again.
23. And it came to pass, when Joseph came to his brothers, that they stripped
Joseph of his coat, his coat of long sleeves that was on him; 24. And they took him,
and threw him into a pit; and the pit was empty, there was no water in it.
25. And they sat down to eat bread; and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and,
behold, a company of Ishmaelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing gum,
balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. 26. And Judah said to his brothers,
What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood?



27. Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him;

for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brothers were content.

28. Then there passed by Midianites merchants; and they drew and lifted up Joseph

out from the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver; and

they brought Joseph to Egypt.

29. And Reuben returned to the pit; and, behold, Joseph was not in the pit; and he
tore his clothes.

Rashi on 37:2
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These are the generations of Jacob: And these are those of the generations of Jacob. These
are their settlements and their wanderings until they came to settle. The first cause [of their
wanderings]: when Joseph was seventeen years old, etc. Through this [the events that
unfolded], they wandered and descended to Egypt. This is according to the plain explanation
of the verse, putting everything in its proper perspective. The Midrash Aggadah, however,
interprets [the passage as follows]: Scripture bases the generations of Jacob on Joseph
because of many things: one is that, with his entire being, Jacob served Laban only for
Rachel [and Rachel bore Joseph]. In addition, Joseph’s features resembled his (Jacob’s), and
whatever happened to Jacob happened to Joseph. This one (Jacob) was hated, and that one
(Joseph) was hated. This one-his brother (Esau) sought to kill him, and that one his brothers
sought to kill him, and likewise many [other similarities related] in Genesis Rabbah (84:6). It
is further expounded upon [as follows]: “dwelt” (verse 1) When Jacob sought to dwell in
tranquility, the troubles of Joseph sprang upon him. The righteous seek to dwell in
tranquility. Said the Holy One, blessed be He, “What is prepared for the righteous in the
world to come is not sufficient for them, but they seek [also] to dwell in tranquility in this
world!”

Rashi on verse 3
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fine woolen: Heb. o>p9, a term meaning fine woolen garments, like*green wool (v913) and
blue wool” (Esther 1:6), and like the fine woolen coat (992 n)n) of Tamar and Amnon (11
Sam. 13:18). The Midrash Aggadah, however, explains that it was called o©'99 because of his
(Joseph’s) troubles, namely, that he was sold to Potiphar (1av19), to the merchants (o),
to the Ishmaelites (ooxynvh), and to the Midianites (oo11). [From Gen. Rabbah 84:8]

Rashi on verse 10
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Will we come: Isn’t your mother (Rachel) already dead? But he (Jacob) did not know that
the matters referred to Bilhah, who had raised him (Joseph) as [if she were] his mother (Gen.
Rabbah 84:11). Our Rabbis, however, derived from here that there is no dream without
meaningless components (Ber. 55a/b). Jacob, however, intended to make his sons forget the
whole matter, so that they would not envy him (Joseph). Therefore, he said,“Will we come,
etc.” Just as it is impossible for your mother, so is the rest meaningless.

Rashi on verse 15
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Then a man found him: This is [the angel] Gabriel, as it is said:“And the man Gabriel”
(Dan. 9:21). [From Tanchuma Vayeshev 2]

Rashi on verse 17
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‘Let us go to Dothan.’: Heb. nynt Ny, to seek regarding you legal pretexts (mn7%923), by
which they could put you to death. According to its simple meaning, however, it is a
place-name, and a Biblical verse never loses its simple sense.

Genesis 42:6-15
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6. And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it was who sold to all the people of the

land; and Joseph’s brothers came, and bowed down before him with their faces to the earth.
7. And Joseph saw his brothers, and he knew them, but made himself strange to them, and



spoke roughly to them; and he said to them, From where do you come? They said, From the
land of Canaan to buy food.8. And Joseph knew his brothers, but they knew not him.

9. And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said to them, You are
spies; to see the nakedness of the land you have come.10. And they said to him, No, my lord,
your servants came to buy food.11. We are all one man’s sons; we are honest men, your
servants are not spies.12. And he said to them, No, to see the nakedness of the land you have
come.13. And they said, Your servants are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of
Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one is not.

14. And Joseph said to them, That is what | spoke to you, saying, You are spies ;Hereby you
shall be tested; By the life of Pharaoh you shall not go from here you shall, except if your
youngest brother comes here.

Genesis 45:1-8

1. Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all those who stood by him; and he cried,
Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made
himself known to his brothers.2. And he wept aloud; and the Egyptians and the house of
Pharaoh heard.3. And Joseph said to his brothers, I am Joseph; does my father still live? And
his brothers could not answer him; for they were troubled by his presence.

4. And Joseph said to his brothers, Come near me, | beg you. And they came near. And he
said, I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt .5. Now therefore be not grieved,
nor angry with yourselves, that you sold me here; for God did send me before you to preserve
life.6. For these two years has the famine been in the land; and yet there are five years, when
there shall neither be plowing nor harvest.7. And God sent me before you to preserve you a
posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.So now it was not you
who sent me here, but God; and he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his
house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

Genesis 46:1-4 ' _
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1. And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and offered
sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.
2. And God spoke to Israel in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said,
Here am I.
3. And he said, I am God, the God of your father; fear not to go down to Egypt; for I will
there make of you a great nation;

4. 1 will go down with you to Egypt; and | will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph
shall put his hand upon your eyes.

Texts selected by Rabbi Janet Darley



Joseph, Acts 7.8 - 18

Kal EdwkeV avT@ dONKNV TEQLTOUNG: KAl 0UTwg €yévvnoev tov Toadak kat
TIEQLETEUEV AVTOV T NHépa T 0YdoN), kat Toaak tov Taxkwp, kat Taxwp tovg dwdera
ntatouapxas. Kat ot matoixpxat (nAwoavteg tov Twond dnédovto eig Atyvmtov: katl
NV 6 Beog pet’ avto, Kal éEeldato avtov €k maowv Twv OAPewv adtov, kat Edwkev
avT@ X&ow katl copiav évavtiov Pagaw Bacléws AtyvTtTov, kal kKatéotnoev avToV
Nyovpevov €1t Atyvmrtov kat [¢d'T 6SAov Tov olikov avtov. NAOeV d€ Atog €' OANV v
Atyvmtov kat Xavaav kat OATWIC peydAn, kat ovY NUELOKOV XOQTAOUATA Ol TTATEQES
NUwv. axovoag d¢ Takwp dvta ortia eic Atyvmtov éEaméoTteidev TOUG TATEQAS TV
TIEWTOV: Kal &V 1@ 0eVTEQW aveyvwelodn Twond tolc adeAdoic avtov, kal hpaveQov
£yéveto 1 Pagaw 10 Yévog [tov] Twond. dnooteidag d¢ Twotp petekaAréoato
Taxkwp tOV matépoa avTOL KAl TAoAV TV oLYYEVELRV EV PuXALS £BDOUNKOVTA TTEVTE,
kal katéfn Takwp eic Atyvmrtov. kat éteAevtnoev adTog KAt ol mTATéeg MUV, Kal
peteTéOnoav eic Luxep kat ETénoav év T pvnuatt @ wvioato ABoacp TIUng
doyvoiov mapa twv viwv Eppwe év Zuxép. Kabwg d¢ fyywlev 6 xodvog g
énaryyeAiag fg wpoAdynoev 6 Oeoc T ABoadp, NOENTeV 0 Aaog Kal EMANOUVON év
AtyVmtw, dxot ob avéorn Baotdevg €tepog [¢m' Alyvmtov] 6¢ ovk 1)deL tov Twond.

dlaOnknv — diatheken, covenant; megitoung — peritomes, circumcision; matoLQXas —
patriarchas, patriarchs; (nAwoavtec — zelosantes, moved with jealousy; Atyvmntov —
Aigypton, Egypt; 0eoc — theos, God; xaotv — charin, favour; codpiav — sophian, wisdom;
Xavaav — Chanaan, Canaan; émayyeAlag — epangelias, promise; Aaog — laos, people;
Paolevg — basileus, king

Then he gave him the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of
Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and
Jacob of the twelve patriarchs. ‘“The patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt;
but God was with him, and rescued him from all his afflictions, and enabled him to win
favour and to show wisdom when he stood before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who
appointed him ruler over Egypt and over all his household. Now there came a famine
throughout Egypt and Canaan, and great suffering, and our ancestors could find no
food. But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our ancestors there on
their first visit. On the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and
Joseph’s family became known to Pharaoh. Then Joseph sent and invited his father Jacob
and all his relatives to come to him, seventy-five in all; so Jacob went down to Egypt. He
himself died there as well as our ancestors, and their bodies were brought back to
Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the
sons of Hamor in Shechem. ‘But as the time drew near for the fulfilment of the promise
that God had made to Abraham, our people in Egypt increased and multiplied until
another king who had not known Joseph ruled over Egypt.

Texts prepared by Julian Bond



Scriptural Reasoning
Prophet Joseph in the Quran

Prophet Yusuf, or Joseph, is one of the most revered Prophets in the Quran,
whereby we find one entire chapter of the holy book dedicated to his story.
The narrative is described in the Quran as one of the best stories revealed
by God to Prophet Mohammed. Unlike other Prophets, his story is entirely
found in one chapter, describing his relentless struggles and sacrifices.

The Story of Prophet Joseph has become an inspiring narrative for many
who seek moral and spiritual lessons to better their lives. The verses start
with the dream of Joseph when he was young, followed by the envy
displayed by his brothers, resulting in his separation from his father
Prophet Jacob. What follows next is a severe test for the young man, being
taken as slave then imprisoned in Egypt, until eventually he becomes the
top Financial Minister for the King.

Muslim Scholars have emphasised that the Chapter illustrates how an
individual can rise in this World if they show submissiveness towards the
Commands of The Almighty.

Extracts from Chapter 12
Surat Yusuf (Joseph)

4 2. 2
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In The Name of Allah, The Most Compassionate, The Most
Merciful

We do relate unto thee the most beautiful of stories, in that We reveal to thee this
(portion of the) Qur'an: before this, thou too was among those who knew it not. (3)
Behold! Joseph said to his father: "O my father! | did see eleven stars and the sun
and the moon: | saw them prostrate themselves to me!" (4)

Said (the father): "My (dear) little son! relate not thy vision to thy brothers, lest
they concoct a plot against thee: for Satan is to man an avowed enemy! (5)

"Thus will thy Lord choose thee and teach thee the interpretation of stories (and
events) and perfect His favour to thee and to the posterity of Jacob - even as He
perfected it to thy fathers Abraham and Isaac aforetime! for Allah is full of
knowledge and wisdom." (6)

@ Verily in Joseph and his brethren are signs (or symbols) for seekers (after Truth).
(7)

They said: "Truly Joseph and his brother are loved more by our father than we: But
we are a goodly body! really our father is obviously wandering (in his mind)! (8)
"Slay ye Joseph or cast him out to some (unknown) land, that so the favour of your
father may be given to you alone: (there will be time enough) for you to be
righteous after that!" (9)

Said one of them: "Slay not Joseph, but if ye must do something, throw him down
to the bottom of the well: he will be picked up by some caravan of travellers."” (10)
They said: "O our father! why dost thou not trust us with Joseph,- seeing we are
indeed his sincere well-wishers? (11)

"Send him with us tomorrow to enjoy himself and play, and we shall take every
care of him." (12)

(Jacob) said: "Really it saddens me that ye should take him away: | fear lest the
wolf should devour him while ye attend not to him." (13)

They said: "If the wolf were to devour him while we are (so large) a party, then
should we indeed (first) have perished ourselves!" (14)

So they did take him away, and they all agreed to throw him down to the bottom of
the well: and We put into his heart (this Message): 'Of a surety thou shalt (one day)
tell them the truth of this their affair while they know (thee) not' (15)

Then they came to their father in the early part of the night, weeping. (16)

They said: "O our father! We went racing with one another, and left Joseph with
our things; and the wolf devoured him.... But thou wilt never believe us even
though we tell the truth." (17)

They stained his shirt with false blood. He said: "Nay, but your minds have made up
a tale (that may pass) with you, (for me) patience is most fitting: Against that
which ye assert, it is Allah (alone) Whose help can be sought”.. (18)



Then there came a caravan of travellers: they sent their water-carrier (for water),
and he let down his bucket (into the well)...He said: "Ah there! Good news! Here is
a (fine) young man!" So they concealed him as a treasure! But Allah knoweth well
all that they do! (19)

The (Brethren) sold him for a miserable price, for a few dirhams counted out: in
such low estimation did they hold him! (20)

The man in Egypt who bought him, said to his wife: "Make his stay (among us)
honourable: may be he will bring us much good, or we shall adopt him as a son."
Thus did We establish Joseph in the land, that We might teach him the
interpretation of stories (and events). And Allah hath full power and control over
His affairs; but most among mankind know it not. (21)

When Joseph attained His full manhood, We gave him power and knowledge: thus
do We reward those who do right. (22)

But she in whose house he was, sought to seduce him from his (true) self: she
fastened the doors, and said: "Now come, thou (dear one)!" He said: "Allah forbid!
truly (thy husband) is my lord! he made my sojourn agreeable! truly to no good
come those who do wrong!" (23)

And (with passion) did she desire him, and he would have desired her, but that he
saw the evidence of his Lord: thus (did We order) that We might turn away from
him (all) evil and shameful deeds: for he was one of Our servants, sincere and
purified. (24)

So they both raced each other to the door, and she tore his shirt from the back:
they both found her lord near the door. She said: "What is the (fitting) punishment
for one who formed an evil design against thy wife, but prison or a grievous
chastisement?" (25)

He said: "It was she that sought to seduce me - from my (true) self." And one of her
household saw (this) and bore witness, (thus):- "If it be that his shirt is rent from
the front, then is her tale true, and he is a liar! (26)

"But if it be that his shirt is torn from the back, then is she the liar, and he is
telling the truth!" (27)

So when he saw his shirt,- that it was torn at the back,- (her husband) said:
"Behold! It is a snare of you women! truly, mighty is your snare! (28)

"0 Joseph, pass this over! (O wife), ask forgiveness for thy sin, for truly thou hast
been at fault!" (29)

@ Ladies said in the City: "The wife of the (great) 'Aziz is seeking to seduce her

slave from his (true) self: Truly hath he inspired her with violent love: we see she is
evidently going astray." (30)

When she heard of their malicious talk, she sent for them and prepared a banquet
for them: she gave each of them a knife: and she said (to Joseph), "Come out
before them."” When they saw him, they did extol him, and (in their amazement)
cut their hands: they said, "Allah preserve us! no mortal is this! this is none other
than a noble angel!" (31)

She said: "There before you is the man about whom ye did blame me! | did seek to
seduce him from his (true) self but he did firmly save himself guiltless!....and now,
if he doth not my bidding, he shall certainly be cast into prison, and (what is more)
be of the company of the vilest!" (32)



He said: "O my Lord! the prison is more to my liking than that to which they invite
me: Unless Thou turn away their snare from me, | should (in my youthful folly) feel
inclined towards them and join the ranks of the ignorant." (33)

So his Lord hearkened to him (in his prayer), and turned away from him their
snare: Verily He heareth and knoweth (all things). (34)

Then it occurred to the men, after they had seen the signs, (that it was best) to
imprison him for a time. (35)

Now with him there came into the prison two young men. Said one of them: "l see
myself (in a dream) pressing wine." said the other: "I see myself (in a dream)
carrying bread on my head, and birds are eating, thereof." "Tell us" (they said) "The
truth and meaning thereof: for we see thou art one that doth good (to all)." (36)
He said: "Before any food comes (in due course) to feed either of you, | will surely
reveal to you the truth and meaning of this ere it befall you: that is part of the
(duty) which my Lord hath taught me. | have (I assure you) abandoned the ways of
a people that believe not in Allah and that (even) deny the Hereafter. (37)

"And | follow the ways of my fathers,- Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and never could
we attribute any partners whatever to Allah: that (comes) of the grace of Allah to
us and to mankind: yet most men are not grateful. (38)

"O my two companions of the prison! (I ask you): are many lords differing among
themselves better, or the One Allah, Supreme and Irresistible? (39)

"If not Him, ye worship nothing but names which ye have named,- ye and your
fathers,- for which Allah hath sent down no authority: the command is for none but
Allah: He hath commanded that ye worship none but Him: that is the right religion,
but most men understand not... (40)

"O my two companions of the prison! As to one of you, he will pour out the wine for
his lord to drink: as for the other, he will hang from the cross, and the birds will
eat from off his head. (so) hath been decreed that matter whereof ye twain do
enquire"... (41)

And of the two, to that one whom he consider about to be saved, he said: "Mention
me to thy lord." But Satan made him forget to mention him to his lord: and
(Joseph) lingered in prison a few (more) years. (42)

The king (of Egypt) said: "I do see (in a vision) seven fat kine, whom seven lean
ones devour, and seven green ears of corn, and seven (others) withered. O ye
chiefs! Expound to me my vision if it be that ye can interpret visions." (43)

They said: "A confused medley of dreams: and we are not skilled in the
interpretation of dreams." (44)

But the man who had been released, one of the two (who had been in prison) and
who now bethought him after (so long) a space of time, said: "l will tell you the
truth of its interpretation: send ye me (therefore)." (45)

"0 Joseph!" (he said) "O man of truth! Expound to us (the dream) of seven fat kine
whom seven lean ones devour, and of seven green ears of corn and (seven) others
withered: that | may return to the people, and that they may understand." (46)
(Joseph) said: "For seven years shall ye diligently sow as is your wont: and the
harvests that ye reap, ye shall leave them in the ear,- except a little, of which ye
shall eat. (47)

"Then will come after that (period) seven dreadful (years), which will devour what
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ye shall have laid by in advance for them,- (all) except a little which ye shall have
(specially) guarded. (48)

"Then will come after that (period) a year in which the people will have abundant
water, and in which they will press (wine and oil)." (49)

So the king said: "Bring ye him unto me." But when the messenger came to him,
(Joseph) said: "Go thou back to thy lord, and ask him, 'What is the state of mind of
the ladies who cut their hands” For my Lord is certainly well aware of their
snare." (50)

(The king) said (to the ladies): "What was your affair when ye did seek to seduce
Joseph from his (true) self?" The ladies said: "Allah preserve us! no evil know we
against him!" Said the 'Aziz's wife: "Now is the truth manifest (to all): it was | who
sought to seduce him from his (true) self: He is indeed of those who are (ever) true
(and virtuous). (51)

"This (say 1), in order that He may know that | have never been false to him in his
absence, and that Allah will never guide the snare of the false ones. (52)

(13) = "Nor do | absolve my own self (of blame): the (human) soul is certainly prone

to evil, unless my Lord do bestow His Mercy: but surely my Lord is Oft-forgiving,
Most Merciful." (53)

So the king said: "Bring him unto me; | will take him specially to serve about my
own person." Therefore when he had spoken to him, he said: "Be assured this day,
thou art, before our own presence, with rank firmly established, and fidelity fully
proved! (54)

(Joseph) said: "Set me over the store-houses of the land: | will indeed guard them,
as one that knows (their importance)." (55)

Thus did We give established power to Joseph in the land, to take possession
therein as, when, or where he pleased. We bestow of our Mercy on whom We
please, and We suffer not, to be lost, the reward of those who do good. (56)

But verily the reward of the Hereafter is the best, for those who believe, and are
constant in righteousness. (57)

Then came Joseph's brethren: they entered his presence, and he knew them, but
they knew him not. (58)

And when he had furnished them forth with provisions (suitable) for them, he said:
"Bring unto me a brother ye have, of the same father as yourselves, (but a
different mother): see ye not that | pay out full measure, and that | do provide the
best hospitality? (59)

"Now if ye bring him not to me, ye shall have no measure (of corn) from me, nor
shall ye (even) come near me." (60)

They said: "We shall certainly seek to get our wish about him from his father:
Indeed we shall do it." (61)

And (Joseph) told his servants to put their stock-in-trade (with which they had
bartered) into their saddle-bags, so they should know it only when they returned to
their people, in order that they might come back. (62)

Now when they returned to their father, they said: "O our father! No more measure
of grain shall we get (unless we take our brother): So send our brother with us,
that we may get our measure; and we will indeed take every care of him." (63)

He said: "Shall | trust you with him with any result other than when | trusted you
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with his brother aforetime? But Allah is the best to take care (of him), and He is
the Most Merciful of those who show mercy!" (64)

Then when they opened their baggage, they found their stock-in-trade had been
returned to them. They said: "O our father! What (more) can we desire? this our
stock-in-trade has been returned to us: so we shall get (more) food for our family;
We shall take care of our brother; and add (at the same time) a full camel's load
(of grain to our provisions). This is but a small quantity. (65)

(Jacob) said: "Never will | send him with you until ye swear a solemn oath to me, in
Allah's name, that ye will be sure to bring him back to me unless ye are yourselves
hemmed in (and made powerless). And when they had sworn their solemn oath, he
said: "Over all that we say, be Allah the witness and guardian!" (66)

Further he said: "O my sons! enter not all by one gate: enter ye by different gates.
Not that | can profit you aught against Allah (with my advice): None can command
except Allah: On Him do | put my trust: and let all that trust put their trust on
Him." (67)

And when they entered in the manner their father had enjoined, it did not profit
them in the least against (the plan of) Allah: It was but a necessity of Jacob's soul,
which he discharged. For he was, by our instruction, full of knowledge (and
experience): but most men know not. (68)

Now when they came into Joseph's presence, he received his (full) brother to stay
with him. He said (to him): "Behold! | am thy (own) brother; so grieve not at aught
of their doings." (69)

At length when he had furnished them forth with provisions (suitable) for them, he
put the drinking cup into his brother's saddle-bag. Then shouted out a crier: "O ye
(in) the caravan! behold! ye are thieves, without doubt!" (70)

They said, turning towards them: "What is it that ye miss?" (71)

They said: "We miss the great beaker of the king; for him who produces it, is (the
reward of) a camel load; | will be bound by it." (72)

(The brothers) said: "By Allah! well ye know that we came not to make mischief in
the land, and we are no thieves!" (73)

(The Egyptians) said: "What then shall be the penalty of this, if ye are (proved) to
have lied?" (74)

They said: "The penalty should be that he in whose saddle-bag it is found, should
be held (as bondman) to atone for the (crime). Thus it is we punish the wrong-
doers!" (75)

So he began (the search) with their baggage, before (he came to) the baggage of
his brother: at length he brought it out of his brother's baggage. Thus did We plan
for Joseph. He could not take his brother by the law of the king except that Allah
willed it (so). We raise to degrees (of wisdom) whom We please: but over all
endued with knowledge is one, the All-Knowing. (76)

@ They said: "If he steals, there was a brother of his who did steal before (him)."
But these things did Joseph keep locked in his heart, revealing not the secrets to
them. He (simply) said (to himself): "Ye are the worse situated; and Allah knoweth
best the truth of what ye assert!" (77)

They said: "O exalted one! Behold! he has a father, aged and venerable, (who will
grieve for him); so take one of us in his place; for we see that thou art (gracious) in
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doing good." (78)

He said: "Allah forbid that we take other than him with whom we found our
property: indeed (if we did so), we should be acting wrongfully. (79)

Now when they saw no hope of his (yielding), they held a conference in private.
The leader among them said: "Know ye not that your father did take an oath from
you in Allah's name, and how, before this, ye did fail in your duty with Joseph?
Therefore will | not leave this land until my father permits me, or Allah commands
me; and He is the best to command. (80)

"Turn ye back to your father, and say, 'O our father! behold! thy son committed
theft! we bear witness only to what we know, and we could not well guard against
the unseen! (81)

"Ask at the town where we have been and the caravan in which we returned, and
(you will find) we are indeed telling the truth.™ (82)

Jacob said: "Nay, but ye have yourselves contrived a story (good enough) for you.
So patience is most fitting (for me). Maybe Allah will bring them (back) all to me
(in the end). For He is indeed full of knowledge and wisdom." (83)

And he turned away from them, and said: "How great is my grief for Joseph!" And
his eyes became white with sorrow, and he fell into silent melancholy. (84)

They said: "By Allah! (never) wilt thou cease to remember Joseph until thou reach
the last extremity of illness, or until thou die!" (85)

He said: "l only complain of my distraction and anguish to Allah, and | know from
Allah that which ye know not... (86)

"O my sons! go ye and enquire about Joseph and his brother, and never give up
hope of Allah's Soothing Mercy: truly no one despairs of Allah's Soothing Mercy,
except those who have no faith." (87)

Then, when they came (back) into (Joseph's) presence they said: "O exalted one!
distress has seized us and our family: we have (now) brought but scanty capital: so
pay us full measure, (we pray thee), and treat it as charity to us: for Allah doth
reward the charitable."” (88)

He said: "Know ye how ye dealt with Joseph and his brother, not knowing (what ye
were doing)?" (89)

They said: "Art thou indeed Joseph?" He said, "I am Joseph, and this is my brother:
Allah has indeed been gracious to us (all): behold, he that is righteous and
patient,- never will Allah suffer the reward to be lost, of those who do right." (90)
They said: "By Allah! indeed has Allah preferred thee above us, and we certainly
have been guilty of sin!" (91)

He said: "This day let no reproach be (cast) on you: Allah will forgive you, and He is
the Most Merciful of those who show mercy! (92)

"Go with this my shirt, and cast it over the face of my father: he will come to see
(clearly). Then come ye (here) to me together with all your family." (93)

When the caravan left (Egypt), their father said: "I do indeed scent the presence of
Joseph: Nay, think me not a dotard." (94)

They said: "By Allah! truly thou art in thine old wandering mind." (95)

Then when the bearer of the good news came, He cast (the shirt) over his face,
and he forthwith regained clear sight. He said: "Did | not say to you, 'l know from
Allah that which ye know not?" (96)
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They said: "O our father! ask for us forgiveness for our sins, for we were truly at
fault.” (97)

He said: "Soon will | ask my Lord for forgiveness for you: for he is indeed Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (98)

Then when they entered the presence of Joseph, he provided a home for his
parents with himself, and said: "Enter ye Egypt (all) in safety if it please

Allah." (99)

And he raised his parents high on the throne (of dignity), and they fell down in
prostration, (all) before him. He said: "O my father! this is the fulfilment of my
vision of old! Allah hath made it come true! He was indeed good to me when He
took me out of prison and brought you (all here) out of the desert, (even) after
Satan had sown enmity between me and my brothers. Verily my Lord
understandeth best the mysteries of all that He planneth to do, for verily He is full
of knowledge and wisdom. (100)

@ "O my Lord! Thou hast indeed bestowed on me some power, and taught me

something of the interpretation of dreams and events,- O Thou Creator of the
heavens and the earth! Thou art my Protector in this world and in the Hereafter.
Take Thou my soul (at death) as one submitting to Thy will (as a Muslim), and unite
me with the righteous."” (101)

Such is one of the stories of what happened unseen, which We reveal by inspiration
unto thee; nor wast thou (present) with them then when they concerted their plans
together in the process of weaving their plots. (102)
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