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Jeroboam ben Nevat
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* Jeroboam son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zeredah, the son of a
widow whose name was Zeruah, was in Solomon’s service; he raised his
hand against the king. * The circumstances under which he raised his
hand against the king were as follows: Solomon built the Millo and
repaired the breach of the city of his father David. *® This Jeroboam was
a able man, and when Solomon saw that the young man was a capable
worker, he appointed him over all the forced labour of the House of
Joseph. * During that time Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem and the
prophet Ahijah of Shiloh met him on the way. He had put on a new robe;

and when the two were alone in the open country, *° Ahijah took hold of
the new robe he was wearing and tore it into twelve pieces. *' ‘Take ten



pieces,” he said to Jeroboam. ‘For thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: I
am about to tear the kingdom out of Solomon’s hands, and I will give you
ten tribes. 3* But one tribe shall remain his — for the sake of my servant
David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of
all the tribes of Israel. 3 For they have forsaken Me; they have
worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Phoenicians, Chemosh the god
of Moab, and Milcom, the god of the Ammonites; they have not walked
in My ways, or done what is pleasing to Me, of [kept] My laws and rules,
as his father David did. 3* However, I will not take the entire kingdom
away from him, but will keep him as ruler as long as he lives for the sake
of My servant David whom I chose, and who kept My commandments
and My laws. * But I will take the kingship out of the hands of his son
and give it to you — the ten tribes. 3° To his son I will give ten tribes, so
that there may be a lamp for My servant David before Me in
Jerusalem — the city where I have chosen to establish My name. ¥ But
you have been chosen by Me; reign wherever you wish, and you shall be
king over Israel. *® If you heed all that I command you, and walk in My
ways, and do what is right in My sight, keeping My laws and
commandments as My servant David did, then I will be with you and I
will build for you a lasting dynasty as I did for David. I hereby give Israel
to you; % and I will chastise David’s descendants for that [sin], though
not forever.” ° Solomon sought to put Jeroboam to death, but Jeroboam
promptly fled to King Shishak of Egypt; and he remained in Egypt until
the death of Solomon.
I Kings 11:26-40. (JPSA translation, 1978).
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*® Jeroboam said to himself, ‘Now the kingdom may well return to

the House of David. *” If these people still go up to offer sacrifices at the
House of the Lord in Jerusalem, the heart of these people will turn back
to their master, King Rehoboam of Judah.” *®* So the king took counsel
and made two golden calves. He said to the people, ‘You have been going
up to Jerusalem long enough. This is your god, O Israel, who brought
you up (he‘elucha) from the land of Egypt!” *° He set one up in Bethel and



placed the other in Dan. *° That proved to be a cause of guilt, for the
people went to worship [the calf at Bethel and] the one in Dan. 3 He also
made cult places and appointed priests from the ranks of the people who
were not of Levite descent.

I Kings 12:25-30. (JPSA 1978).
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But as for the minim (heretics) and the informers and the scoffers,
who rejected the Torah and denied the resurrection of the dead, and
those who abandoned the ways of the community, and those who ‘spread
their terror in the land of the living’ (cf. Ezekiel 32:23), and who sinned
and made the masses sin, like Jeroboam the son of Nebat and his
fellows — these will go down to Gehinnom and be punished there for all
generations, as it says, ‘And they shall go forth and look upon the
carcasses of the men that have rebelled against Me’ etc. (Isaiah 56:24).
Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 17a. (Soncino translation.)

Elisha ben Avuyah, a.k.a. Acher
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Our rabbis taught: Four entered the ‘Garden’ [pardes], namely,
Ben Azzai, Ben Zoma, Acher, and Rabbi Akiva. Rabbi Akiva said to them,
When you arrive at the stones of pure marble, do not say ‘Water, water!’
For it is said, “‘Whoever speaks falsely shall not be established before My
eyes’ (Psalm 101:7). Ben Azzai took a look and died. Of him Scripture
says ‘Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His righteous ones’
(Psalm 116:15). Ben Zoma looked and was stricken [mad]. Of him



Scripture says ‘Have you found honey? Eat as much as is sufficient for
you, lest you be filled with it and vomit it out’ (Proverbs 25:16). Acher
mutilated the shoots. Rabbi Akiva departed unharmed.

Mishnah, Hagigah 2:1; Talmud, Hagigah 14b
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Acher mutilated the shoots. ... He saw that permission was
granted to Metatron to sit and write down the merits of Israel. Said he: It
is taught as a tradition that on high there is no sitting and no emulation,
and no back [i.e., the angels can see all around], and no weariness.
Perhaps, — God forbid! — there are two divinities! [Thereupon] they led
Metatron forth, and punished him with sixty fiery lashes, saying to him:
Why did you not rise before him when you saw him? Permission was
[then] given to him to strike out the merits of Acher. A Bath Kol (a
heavenly voice) went forth and said: ‘Return, you backsliding children’
(Jeremiah 3:22) — except Acher. [Thereupon] he said: Since I have been
driven out of that world, let me go out and enjoy this world. So Acher
went out into evil ways. He went out, found a harlot and demanded her.
She said to him: Are you not Elisha b. Avuyah? [But] when he tore a
radish out of its bed on the Sabbath and gave it to her, she said: It is
another [acher]...

Our Rabbis taught: Once Acher was riding on a horse on the
Sabbath, and R. Meir was walking behind him to learn Torah at his
mouth. Said [Acher] to him: Meir, turn back, for I have already
measured by the paces of my horse that thus far extends the Sabbath
limit. He replied: You, too, go back! [Acher] answered: Have I not
already told you that I have already heard from behind the Veil: ‘Return
ye backsliding children’” — except Acher. [R. Meir] prevailed upon him
and took him, to a schoolhouse. [Acher] said to a child: Recite for me
your verse [that you have been studying]! [The child] answered: ‘There is
no peace, says the Eternal, for the wicked’ (Isaiah 48:22). He then took
him to another schoolhouse. [Acher] said to a child: Recite for me your
verse! He answered: ‘For though you wash yourself with nitre, and take
much soap, yet your iniquity is marked before Me, says the Eternal God’
(Jeremiah 2:22). He took him to yet another schoolhouse, and [Acher]
said [15b] to a child: Recite for me your verse! He answered: ‘And you,



who are spoiled, what are you doing, that you clothe yourself with
scarlet, that you deck yourself with ornaments of gold, that you enlarge
your eyes with paint? In vain do you make yourself fair...” (Jeremiah
4:30). He took him to yet another schoolhouse until he took him to
thirteen schools: all of them quoted in similar vein. When he said to the
last one, Recite for my your verse, he answered: But to the wicked
(larasha®) God says: ‘What do you have to do to declare My statutes...?”’
(Psalm 50:16). That child was a stutterer, so it sounded as though he
answered: ‘But to Elisha (l'elisha) God says’. Some say that [Acher] had a
knife with him, and he cut him up and sent him to the thirteen schools:
and some say that he said: Had I a knife in my hand I would have cut
him up.

When Acher died, [in heaven] they said: Let him not be judged, nor
let him enter the world to come. Let him not be judged, because he
engaged in the study of the Torah; nor let him enter the world to come,
because he sinned. R. Meir said: It were better that he should be judged
and that he should enter the world to come. When I die I shall cause [by
my prayer] smoke to rise from his grave [as a sign that he has been
judged and punished]. When R. Meir died, smoke rose up from Acher’s
grave. R. Yochanan said: [What] a mighty deed to burn his master! There
was one among us, and we could not save him; if I were to take him by
the hand, who would snatch him from me! [But] said he: When I die, I
shall extinguish the smoke from his grave [as a sign that he was
forgiven]. When R. Yochanan died, the smoke ceased from Acher’s grave.
The public mourner began [his oration] concerning him [R. Yochanan]
thus: Even the janitor [of hell] could not stand before you, O master!

Acher’s daughter [once] came before Rabbi and said to him: O
master, support me! He asked her: ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She
replied: I am Acher’s daughter. Said he: Are any of his children left in the
world? Behold it is written: ‘He shall have neither son nor son's son
among his people, nor any remaining in his dwellings’ (Job 18:19). She
answered: Remember his Torah and not his deeds. Immediately, a fire
came down and enveloped Rabbi’s bench. [Thereupon] Rabbi wept and
said: If it be so on account of those who dishonour her [the Torah], how
much more so on account of those who honour her!

But how did R. Meir learn Torah at the mouth of Acher? ... When
R. Dimi came [to Babylon] he said: In the West [in the land of Israel],
they say: R. Meir ate the fruit and threw the stone away.

Talmud, Hagigah 15a-b

(cf. Ruth Rabbah 6:4 (Soncino ed. 6:2) & Yerushalmi Hagigah 2:1)
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Elisha ben Avuyah says: One who learns as a child--what is such a
one like? Like ink written on new paper. One who learns as an old

person--what is such a one like? Like ink written on rubbed out paper.
Pirke 'Avot chapter 4:20;

cf. ’Avot deRabbi Natan, chapter 24
(where 10 sayings are quoted in his name)



Luke 13:10-17
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10 Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 11 And just then there
appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over
and was quite unable to stand up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and
said, "Woman, you are set free from your ailment." 13 When he laid his hands on her,
immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. 14 But the leader of the
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd,
"There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and
not on the sabbath day." 15 But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites! Does not
each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to
give it water? 16 And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for
eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?" 17 When he said
this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the
wonderful things that he was doing.



Quran 4:171
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O people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Do not exceed the limits in your religion,
nor say of Allah aught but the truth. The Messiah Iesa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), was
(no more than) a Messenger of Allah and His Word, ("Be!" - and he was) which He bestowed
on Maryam (Mary) and a spirit (Rooh) created by Him; so believe in Allah and His
Messengers. Say not: "Three (trinity)!" Cease! (it is) better for you. For Allah is (the only)
One Ilah (God), Glory be to Him (Far Exalted is He) above having a son. To Him belongs all
that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And Allah is AllSufficient as a Disposer of
affairs.

Quran 3:113
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113. Not all of them are alike; a party of the people of the Scripture stand for the right, they
recite the Verses of Allah during the hours of the night, prostrating themselves in prayer.
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114. They believe in Allah and the Last Day; they enjoin Al-Maroof (Islamic Monotheism,
and following Prophet Muhammad SAW) and forbid Al-Munkar (polytheism, disbelief and
opposing Prophet Muhammad SAW); and they hasten in (all) good works; and they are
among the righteous.
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115. And whatever good they do, nothing will be rejected of them; for Allah knows well
those who are Al-Muttaqoon (the pious).
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